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My dear Friends, — 

I have great pleasure in dedicating this 
small volume of Sermons to you, in remembrance 
of the happy years — thirteen and upwards — 
during which I have had the privilege and 
pleasure of being your Rector ; and it is my most 
fervent prayer, that our hearty Sunday services 
* may be found unto praise and honour and glory,' 
both to people and pastor, at 'the appearing of 
Jesus Christ.' 

I shall feel gratified by every householder 
accepting a copy of my Uttlei \iocfe.^\iS^ Ss^ ^^- 



IV 

posed to do so ; and it is pleasant to me to think, 
that it may sometimes call up friendly recollections 
of one who will not cease to feel a deep interest 
in the spiritual and temporal welfare of every 
family in the parish. 

It is, my dear friends, only my official con- 
nexion with you that will shortly terminate. I 
hope often to visit you, if it please God to spare 
my life; and sometimes (with your future Rec- 
tor's leave) to preach to you. Please, therefore, 
to accept this as a parting gift commemorative 
of my ministry amongst you, and let me take 
this opportunity of asking you to excuse my 
preaching to you a farewell sermon. 

I remain, 
Your sincere and affectionate friend, 

C. F. NORMAN. 



-^^j7A?jr/ 1867, 
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SERMON I. 

THE LOVE OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON. 

A SERMON FOR GOOD FRIDAY. 

Gen. xxii 1, 2. 

And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt 
Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham : and he said, 
Behold, here I am. And He said, Take now thy son, 
thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into> 
the land of Moriah ; and offer him there for a burnt 
offering upon one of the mountains which I wiU tell 
thee of 

I SHOULD fancy, brethren, that never could human 
ears have been taken more completely by surprise 
at the reception of a Divine precept, than Abra- 
ham's must have been when he heard those 
startling words, — * Take now thy son, thine only 
son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the 
land of Moriah ; and offer him there for a burnt 
offering upon one of the mo\m.t^\Xk& Vto-Oa.^^^^^ 
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tell thee of.* Was this to be the end of the pro- 
mise which, by nothing short of a miracle, had 
been fulfilled, — * Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a 
son in thine old age?' Had Grod granted them 
this favour merely to deprive them of it almost as 
soon as they had received it ? Some such thoughts 
as these must have flashed across the Patriarch's 
mind when he first heard what he was required 
to do ; but faith in the goodness and wisdom and 
the truth of God triumphed over all his natural 
feelings ; and, justly accounting that God was 
able to raise his son up, even from the dead, he 
set about carrying out the order without any 
further conference with flesh and blood. 

We must not suppose, however, but that Abra- 
ham endured the sorest anguish at the thought 
of giving up his son, his only son Isaac, whom 
he loved ! I am sure none of you ever had such 
an idea ; and while you heard this morning of the 
three days' journey which he had to perform be- 
fore ho could reach the place which God had told 
him of, I well know that the heart of every 
loving parent and dutifid child among you has 
yearuod with sympathy for him, under his dis- 
tressing duty. You could not hear of that aged 
partuit cleaving with his own hands the wood 
which ho imagined was to consume his son, who 
was dourer to him than a right hand or right eye. 
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without feeling how his own heart must have been 
cleft asunder with every piece of wood as he got it 
ready for the burning. You could not hear of that 
father's lifting up his eyes and seeing the place afar 
off, without sharing in the turn which the first 
glimpse of that awfid spot must have cost him. You 
could not notice the guarded way in which he spoke 
to his young men of his return from the mountain, 
without feeling the intensity of the anguish which 
forbad his mentioning the trial that was about to 
befall him, until it had actually taken place, — 
' Abide ye here with the ass, and I and the lad 
will go yonder and worship, and come again to 
you ; ' an expression which would be equally true 
whether both or one alone came again to them. 
You could not hear of that fond father's laying the 
cleft wood upon his own son's back — which was, as 
he expected, so soon to be the instrument of a most 
painful death to him — without a pitying sigh. 
You could not hear the truthful, yet considerate 
evasion with which the father met the son's na- 
tural inquiry, * Where is the lamb for the burnt 
offering ?' without feeling the father's heart was 
breaking, in spite of the composed demeanour he 
was enabled, by a strength not his own, to assume, 
and by which he managed to reply, — ' My son, 
God will provide Himself a lamb for a burnt-of- 
fering.' The father dare not txu«>t \mx^^\si\5S^ 
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his son of the untimely fate which awaited him, 
lest perchance the terror and the anguish he 
would see on the lad's countenance should stagger 
hiTTi from his purpose. 

And I believe that there were many of you 
who could scarce repress a rolling tear when the 
progress of the story brought before you the help- 
less youth bound hand and foot upon the altar, 
the father with the knife in his hand about to 
plunge it into his son's young breast, preparatory 
to setting light to the fagot pile. 

We must be harder than flints if we could hear 
such a history as this unmoved. And you must 
well remember, in order to appreciate the patri- 
arch's position, that he had not the slightest 
intimation, or the faintest hope, that he would be 
stopped from the carrying out to the letter the 
Divine command; you must bear well in mind, that 
the angel's voice which called to him out of 
heaven, and said unto him, — * Lay not thine hand 
upon the lad, neither do thou anything unto him,' 
took Abraham quite as much by surprise as did 
the first precept, which said to him, ' Take now 
thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovcst, 
and offer him there upon one of the mountains 
which I will tell thee of.' 

It is not to my present purpose to dwell upon 
ibe overflowing joy with which the parent un- 
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bound his beloved son when he received his 
second order — of the blessed peace with which he 
could then look forward to meeting the fond 
mother of the child again, when he should be able 
to restore him to her safe and sound, instead of 
breaking to her, as he had expected to have to do, 
the heart-rending news of the sacrifice which had 
been required of him, and which he had performed. 
We must not stop to contemplate the happy- 
meeting which took place between father, mother, 
and son, when the father related his own feelings, 
the son his, and the mother listened to the words 
of each with breathless interest, her heart now 
failing her at the bare thought of the escape she 
had had of losing her son for ever — now rejoicing 
in the ever- watchftd Providence which had spared 
her such a withering blow. 

And now, brethren, you will doubtless all of 
you long ago have concluded, that my object in 
bringing this interesting subject before you this 
morning was the same as that which led our 
Church to fix upon it as the first lesson for this 
solemn day. It w^s because I wish to draw 
your attention through it to another Father, 
and another Son; — to our Father which is in 
heaven, who spared not His own Son, but as on 
this day delivered Him up for us all — for you 
and me ; to that Son, wlio \on^ t^<q^> ^^^ "^^ 



b THE LOVE OF THE FATHER 

to tlie death, bat allowed HinLself to be ' brought 
as a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb 
before his shearers is dumb so He opened not 
His mouth/ 

The portion of the word of God from which 
our text is taken is pre-eminently one of those 
scriptures which our blessed Lord declared testi- 
fied of Him. I propose, in dependence upon the 
blessed Spirit's assistance, to search and see what 
we may learn about God and Christ from the cir- 
cumstance before us. 

And, first of all, we may learn from Abraham's 
feelings with respect to parting with his only son, 
whom he loved, something of the sort of feeling 
which occupied the divine mind of the Father Al- 
mighty when He gave up His Son to die for our 
sins upon the accursed tree. 

It of course requires the greatest care, when 
we attempt to ascertain from the knowledge of our 
own minds anything of the mind of God ; but 
since He made us in His own image we are bound 
to conclude, that any good, natural instincts which 
remain in our fallen nature are derived from Him ; 
and since we know it is good and right that 
natural affection should subsist between parents 
and children, we know that this feeKng must 
come from God ; and since, farther, God has re- 
Faalod Himself to us as the Father of an only- 
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begotten Son, we may fearlessly, with reverence, 
attribute a father's feelings to Him. 

Think you, then, that He who has told us that 
He pities any of His people, * even as a father pitieth 
Ms own chHdren,' viewed unmoved the sufferings 
of His own only-begotten Son P Was it nothing to 
Him that that Son was drinking of a cup so bitter 
that He had prayed, if it had been His Father's 
will, it might be taken from Him P Would He 
in that awful hour, when, as a man, the Lord Jesus 
felt the weakness of a man, have sent an angel 
from heaven to strengthen Him, had He not been 
looking down from heaven and watching with a 
Father's eyes the struggles of His beloved Son P 
Would the Apostle Paul have spoken of God's 
spanng His Son, if the parting with Him from 
His right hand for a season did not cost Him 
something similar to what in our own cases we 
call self 'denial ? 

My brethren, I do bring these thoughts before 
you with profound reverence. I do feel most deeply 
that I am treading upon very holy grovmd; but, at 
the same time, I feel that we were intended to 
gather from this history of Abraham and Isaac, 
as well as from the whole tenor of scripture, that 
it did cost the Almighty Father a wonderftd sa- 
crifice (to use human terms) to give up His Son to 
us ; and I feel that thexo ia "ao c,ciT^Y^«t^?>5G^^\s.^sj^ 
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strong as this to cause us to see with what amazing 
love God loved our world. The beloved Apostle 
expresses it by saying, ' God so loved the world * — 
oh ! is there not an immense deal contained in that 
little word 'so?' — God so loved the world, that for 
the sake of it He Himself did what He required 
of Abraham ; He oflfered up upon Mount Calvary 
His only-begotten Son Jesus Christ, whom He 
loved. Well might the Apostle exclaim, ' the 
depth of the riches of the love of God ! ' Well 
might he declare, that ' it passeth knowledge.' Do 
you, as often as you hear that common benediction 
which we so frequently use — 'The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God ' — let your 
minds revert for a moment to the amazing love of 
God towards us, as displayed in the gift of His 
Son. 

But here let me call your attention to the fact 
of how far beyond what He required of Abraham, 
with reference to Isaac, our heavenly Father went 
with reference to His Son. He stayed Abraham's 
hand at the critical moment when he was going 
to slay his son ; but when the Son of God was 
about to be offered up, there was no stop put to it. 
His own entreaty, — * If it be thy will, and it be 
possible, let this cup pass from me ! ' — His agony 
and bloody sweat — His piercing cry, ' My God ! 
mjr God ! why hast thou forsaken me P' were all 
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resisted. God's Son was offered up ; on the cross 
He bowed His head and yielded up the ghost. 

It was well, indeed, for us that it was so ; but 
how reasonably, how justly might it have been 
otherwise ! how justly and reasonably might the 
Almighty Father have heard His Son's prayer, 
have taken Him back into heaven without His 
dying on the cross, and have left us un- 
redeemed ! 

But His love to us was so great that He would 
not do this. It was not His will that we should 
perish, and so it was not His will to hear His 
Son's prayers, — • If it be thy will, and if it be 
possible, let this cup pass from me.' 

My brethren, these are solemn thoughts ; I do 
beseech you not to dismiss them lightly from your 
minds. And, oh ! do not fail to ask yourselves 
how great will be your guilt if you throw con- 
tempt upon this great love of our heavenly Father, 
and by your neglect of His great salvation act as 
if you counted the blood of His Son a common 
thing. 

And now, having thus dwelt upon the love of 
the Father Almighty in the gift of His Son, and 
having gathered this from the feelings of Abraham 
to Isaac, let us proceed to notice briefly what con- 
siderations arise by regarding Isaac as a type or 
picture of Christ. 



10 THE LOVE OF THE FATHER 

First : we may see in Isaac's conduct a faint 
pattern of the submission of the Son of God to 
His Father's will. When Isaac reached the 
mountain, and found that he was himself the lamb 
which his father had told him God would provide 
for the burnt sacrifice, there was no resistance on 
his part ; he took no advantage of his father's age 
and his own youthful vigour and activity to escape, 
but he quietly submitted to be bound and laid upon 
the altar, and patiently awaited the fatal plunge 
which was to recall his spirit to God who gave it. 

And so with our blessed Saviour. ' He became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.' 
As the time drew near, He pressed forward by 
forced journeys to Jerusalem, that He might get 
there by the feast. When Judas kissed Him, and 
bid the men with swords and staves to hold Him 
fast. He allowed Himself to be handled and bound 
by them as if He were a common man ; He 
deigned no answer, by which He might have in- 
stantly cleared Himself, to the false charges by 
which He was condemned. And when He 
reached Calvary, there was the same entire freedom 
from resistance which throughout had charac- 
terised His conduct. 

My 'brethren, I need not tell you, that not 
only did the Father so love us as to give His only- 
begrotten Son to die for us, but the Son likewise 
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loved US Himself, and gave Himself for us. 
' Therefore/ he tells us (in John, x. 17, 18), ' there- 
fore doth my Father love me, because I lay down 
my life that I might take it again. No man 
taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself : 
I have power to lay it down and I have power to 
take it again.' 

"We may well notice here, that what is so 
forcibly stated twice respecting Abraham and 
Isaac, is emphatically true of the Almighty Father 
and His only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. Twice it is stated of Abraham and 
Isaac that ' they went both of them together ; ' and 
so, in the work of our redemption, God the Father 
and God the Son went both of them together. Both 
loved us, both saw our mined state, both pitied 
us. The Father did not consent to give the Son 
merely because, so to speak, the Divine Son wished 
to come and save us, but He Himself wished that 
His Son should redeem us. The Divine Son did 
not take our nature upon Him, and submit to the 
accursed death upon the cross, merely to please His 
Father's will ; but He Himself did all this of His 
own free will. The Father wished His Son to 
redeem us, the Son Himself wished to redeem us. 
God so loved us as to give His only-begotten 
Son to die for us ; the Son so loved us as to give 
Himself to die for us. All t\ns \a "Vie^WL^xiS^ «s.- 
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pressed in those pregnant words, ' they went both of 
them together J 

And this brings us to notice a difference 
between the respective situations of our blessed 
Redeemer and of Isaac. Isaac did not know what 
was going to happen to him till his father began 
to bind him. The three days of the journey were 
not spent by him in dread and terror; he was 
merely travelling a pleasant journey with his 
father, who loved him, and he expected to return 
home again with him. 

But with the Lord Jesus Christ it was quite 
different in this respect. From His cradle to His 
grave He knew everything that was before Him. 
He had come to die ; He knew all beforehand how 
His trial would turn out ; He knew, before Pilate 
himself had decided to condemn Him, that he 
would do so, for fear of the Jews : there was never 
a ray of hope that it would be otherwise. 

One very material help to you and me in 
bearing our several trials, arises out of our knowing' 
little about them previously ; they come upon us 
gradually and imperceptibly, and we have always 
hope in our minds of being delivered out of them : 
but if, from our earliest years, we could read in a 
book all the losses and troubles, and pains and 
sicknesses, and disappointments we should have to 
endure^ we should never have a moment of present 
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peace for fear of the future, and we should sink 
under the prospective burden. But our Saviour 
did not shrink even from this for our sakes. 
Being God as well as man, He could not help 
knowing all that was before Him. Nor let it be 
thought that He was not as susceptible as any of 
us to bodily pains and trials. His visage, more 
marred than any man's — His bending form — 
His agony in the garden — His prayer — His cry 
upon the cross, ^ I thirst!' — all show how untrue 
such an idea as that must be. As man, He was 
heir to all the feelings, the infirmities, the sus- 
ceptibilities of man. He was heir to everything 
that our flesh and blood was heir to, but sin. 

Let me call upon you then at this time to 
admire afresh the exceeding great love of our 
Master and only Saviour Jesus Christ, thus 
suffering for us. See it in His own willingness 
to do it — see it in the meekness and submission 
with which He bore every indignity and pain — 
see it, above all, in the knowledge which He had 
previously, of all that was coming upon Him. 

But when you see and admire this love of 
Christ, be not content with simply admiring, as 
you might any great, and noble, and self-denying, 
and heroic character of whom you read, but let 
the thought that it was for you He did this ; that 
yoUf but for this, must have \>eeiL ^\,fer£i^eiJ^\a"3i\»'\s^ 
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hell; that you, but for tliis, could never have 
tasted of the joys which are at God's right hand ; 
oh, let this thought kindle in you gratitude and 
love ! 

May the Spirit of God apply it to your hearts, 
' and open all your aflfections to your Saviour ! May 
you be constrained, out of love to Him, gratefully 
to throw yourselves upon Him for safety and for 
life ! May you be constrained to devote yourselves 
and all you have to Him, feeling that He has 
bought you with His precious blood, and, therefore, 
you are no longer your own ! And may you be 
constrained, in spite of all difficulties, and of all 
the rebellious motions of flesh and blood — in spite 
of all the natural pride of our hearts and warmth 
of our tempers — may you be constrained one and 
all to give this proof that you do love the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the proof which He has Himself 
demanded at your hands — that you love o)i€ 
another ! 



SERMON IL 

THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

A SERMON FOR WHIT-BUNDAY. 

Matt. iii. 11. 

/ indeed baptize t/ou with water unto repentance : hut He 
that Cometh after me is mightier than /, whose shoes I 
am not worthy to hear : He shall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost, and with jvre. 

These are the words of John the Baptist, the fore- 
runner of our blessed Saviour — the great Prophet 
who had received the weighty eomniission, — 
* Prepare the way of the Lord ; make His paths 
straight.' And in this comprehensive language 
the Baptist teaches us what is the real effect of 
the Holy Spirit's influence upon the. condition of 
those to whom the work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ is truly ' the power of God unto salvation' 
— it is similar to that of fire upon outward 
objects. They are baptized with. tTa^ ^^ Qf^<^'e5«i»^ 



16 THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

even with fire. It is nearly universally admitted, 
that the expression *with fire' is intended to 
explain the nature of the Holy Spirit's work. 
He who is baptized with the Holy Ghost is 
baptized, as it were, with fire. Now baptism, 
I need hardly remind you, is, if it be anything 
more than a mere outward form — is the sign of 
this inward fiery process; for baptism, rightly 
received, has ever been connected with the com- 
mencement of the work of the Holy Spirit. And 
so, when we bring our little children to the font, 
our Church teaches us, first of all, to pray to God 
to give His Holy Spirit to each little child ; and 
then, the holy rite having been administered, she 
puts a prayer of thanksgiving into our mouths, — 
*We yield thee hearty thanks, most merciful 
Father, that it hath pleased thee to regenerate 
this infant with thy Holy Spirit.' 

It would be far from my present purpose to 
enter, on such an occasion as this, upon such a con- 
troverted subject as to what is or is not the im- 
mediate and invariable effect of the reception of 
baptism upon each individual child's heart and con- 
dition. Some of you, I dare say, hold that the Holy 
Spirit is always given, but that His fiery work is 
oftentimes extinguished by the temptations which 
are put in the way of sinners through the malig- 
nity of their spiritual enemies, the world, the 
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flesh, and the devil ; others,, again, think that the 
gift of the Holy Spirit, at the time of baptism, is 
dependent upon faith on the part of parents and 
sponsors, or, perhaps, upon God's own sovereign 
will. I do not hesitate to express my firm opinion 
that very much more has been made of this con- 
troversy than it deserved ; and I believe it will be 
found at the last great day, that Christian people, 
who fancied that they differed very widely from 
their brethren on this point, differed more in 
words than in doctrine, and that they might have 
loved one another much more cordially, and 
trusted one another much more confidently, than 
they felt able in this life to do. What, then, we 
have to consider on this anniversary of the first 
great baptism of. the Church with the Holy Ghost, 
is, why His work upon the soul is compared to 
the effect of fire. 

And one reason is, I think, because it is His 
province to give light to the soul, just as fire does 
to the eyes. 

Who can say that Jesus is the Lord ? No one 
who is not taught by the Holy Spirit Himself. 
And what is the state of the soul that cannot say 
that Jesus is the Lord? Oh, brethren, he is in 
thick darkness, even darkness which may be felt. 
He is blind, like those dark Pharisees who scorn- 
fully asked the Lord, 'Axe wo \i\mi5L^^ ^tA-^^^S^^ 
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got for their answer the well-merited rebuke, — 
* Because ye say ye see, therefore your sin re- 
maineth/ 

If, then, there be one soul among you to whom 
Christ crucified does not commend Himself as the 
cmly Saviour — the precious comer-stone, on which 
founded, each individual may become a building of 
God — oh, seek the grace of the Holy Spirit, and 
the eyes of your understanding being enlightened, 
you shall know what is the hope of the calling 
of God in Christ Jesus. 

But, then, next we observe, that the effect of 
the Holy Spirit's work upon the soul is compared 
to a fire because it warms the heart with heavenly 
love, just as fire warms the body. 

What caused the first Apostles of the Lord to 
forsake all and follow Him — a man of sorrows 
— who had no place where to lay His head? 
Love, kindled in their breasts by God's own 
Spirit. 

What led the martyrs to lay down their Kves 
joyfully for Christ's sake and the Gospel's ? Love 
for the Redeemer, kindled in their hearts by God's 
own Spirit. And what leads so many good people 
nowadays to go about our own land and far-off 
lands with the pure desire of glorifying God? 
The answer is the same — Love to the Redeemer, 
kindled in the heart by God the Holy Spirit. 
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They have been baptized with the Holy Ghost, 
even with fire. And what causes others to Kve 
to themselves — to leave others to their fate — and, 
when pressed upon this point, to reply in the 
language of wicked Cain, — 'Am I my brother's 
keeper?' A want of that love to Christ, which 
the Holy Ghost alone can kindle. Are there any 
of you in this cold state ? you must ask God to 
give you His Holy Spirit. You may not trust 
to having been outwardly baptized ; if the Holy 
Spirit were given to you then, His holy flame has 
been smothered by your own selfish conduct. Oh, 
let the prayer of such of you be, ' Revive thy 
work, God!' 

* Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove, 
With all thy quick'ning powers ; 
Kindle a flame of sacred love 
In these cold hearts of ours.' 

But then, once again, we observe that the 
work of the Holy Spirit is compared to a fire, 
because, through that work, the soul is purified 
and cleansed ; just ' as, through the operation 
of fire, metals are refined, and the dross is 
removed. 

There is a beautiful promise, with reference to 
this special work of the Holy Spirit, contame.^ \ss. 
the prophecj of Isaiah, and wVnsAi, dLCs>S!ta?0^<^^^, 
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many of you will remember. It is in Isa. i. 25, — 
* I will turn ' (said the Lord to His people) ' my 
hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy 
dross, and take away all thy tin.' Again, the 
Prophet Malachi (iii. 3, 4), speaking of the work 
of the Son of God through the operation of the 
Holy Spirit, says, * He is like a refiner's fire : and 
He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and 
shall purify the sons of Levi.' I cannot, of 
course, dwell at length upon the practical carry- 
ing out of this fiery work upon the soul. It is 
enough to remind you that it sometimes takes 
place through deep personal conviction of sin — 
sometimes through the fiery ordeal of personal 
trial and persecution. Thus St. Paid assures us, 
'that the Lord chasteneth whom He loveth.' 
Sometimes it takes place through earthly cares 
and bereavements. This the Apostle teaches us 
when he declares, ' that it is through much tribu- 
lation that we must enter into the kingdom of 
God.' 

But though there is this analogy between the 
refining of metals and the Holy Spirit's work 
upon our hearts, the effect of one may not at 
all be compared with that of the other, so far 
as its importance goes; for St. Peter tells us, 
that the trial of our faith is ' much more precious 
than of gold which perisheth, though it be tried 
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with fire.' When, then, we are ourselves the 
subjects of this fiery process, let us always re- 
member how precious it is ; let us try to welcome 
the means, because we know that the effect shall 
surely 'be found unto praise, and honour, and 
glory, at the appearing of Jesus Christ/ 

And now, having thus endeavoured to* explain 
what is meant by being baptized with the Holy 
Ghost, even with fire — that we are taught by 
this that His is an enlightening, a warming, 
and a purifying work — I would, in the second 
place, apply to you the brief exhortation of 
the Apostle Paul, which .he gave to the Thessa- 
lonian Christians when he contemplated this 
fieri/ work of the Holy Spirit of God. He said 
to them, — -' Quench not the Spirit.' And so, dear 
brethren, would I say to every one of you this 
morning, — 'Quench not the Spirit.' The term 
* quench,' I need hardly remind you, would only 
have been applicable to a fiery process. 

Have you light? Has Christ crucified been 
revealed to you as ' the power of God and as the 
wisdom of God P' Walk in that light. BeVare, 
lest any men or writers should 'beguile you through 
philosophy, or vain deceit, from the simplicity of 
the truth which is in Christ Jesus.' Never, 
hardly, were such times as these for all sorta q£ 
speculations in matters too la.at9L iox ^^a^ ^Y^^^^ 
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are days when the Holy Scriptures, which testify 
of Christ, are openly assailed by men who profess 
and call themselves Christians — by men who 
minister in holy things ! These are days when 
men would fain persuade us, that if reason cannot 
fathom to the depths of faith, faith must yield to 
reason, ^ and reason reign supreme; as though 
reason, in common with all our other faculties, had 
not been marred by the consequences of the falL 
I think, indeed, the caution, ' Quench not the 
Spirit,' is especially seasonable just now, with 
reference to this matter of religious knowledge. 
It is as much as to say. Be content with the old 
paths, with the simple truths which led our fore- 
fathers to adorn in life the doctrine of their God 
and Saviour, and, when their time arrived, to 
depart in peace. 

The worldly-wise may sneer if they please; 
those who know the simple truths of the Gospel 
may suffer fools gladly, seeing that they are 
really wise — wise unto salvation. 

And then, with reference to religious warmth 
and zeal, the caution is not less opportune, — 
' Quench not the Spirit.' There is always danger, 
if we are not very prayerful and watchful, of 
losing our first love ; in running the Christian 
race there are so many discouragements from 
^within and from without, so many unforeseen 
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difficulties beset our paths, our flesh is so weak, 
the world is so indifferent to its own best in- 
terests; they receive our efforts so coldly and 
unkindly — so little success is seen from our 
labours of love. If we are teachers, and Sunday- 
school teachers, the * line upon line and the precept 
upon precept' is just like bread cast upon the 
waters ; and the fulfilment of the promise, ' Thou 
shalt find it after many days,' is so rarely, if at all, 
in this life realized, that we are apt to get down- 
hearted ; or, if we have missionary zeal, the har- 
vest seems so great and the labourers appear so 
few — that zeal is apt to grow cold, and the Holy 
Spirit's warmth to be quenched, and we haply 
lapse into that most terrible of aU states of heart, 
that which is more strongly condemned by the 
JSeart Searcher than any other — lukewarmness; 
and we all know what is said about luke- 
wammess, — 'Because thou art lukewarm, and 
neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my 
mouth.' 

But if we would keep the Holy Spirit's 
warmth more and more ardent, we must watch 
and we must pray, and we must keep our eyes 
and hearts more intently fixed on that great 
day in which we shall, each one of us, have so 
momentous an interest, when the King of kix\^ 
upon His throne shall speak, to ^xa wcA^ ^«:^v— 
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^ Inasmuch as je did it unto one of the least of 
these my little ones, ye did it to me :' or. Inasmuch 
as ye did it not to them, ye did it not to me. 

And then, most earnestly would I at this 
time say to you, with reference to the Holy 
Spirit's purifying and cleansing work, — * Quench 
not the Spirit/ If this work be carried on, as it 
often is, as I haye already reminded you, through 
deep affliction, and if, in any of your cases, the 
^Kimace through which you are called to pass 
should seem to be heated seven times more than 
it is wont to be heated, oh, quench not the Spirit 
by charging God foolishly, as though He were 
unwise and unkind, but fall back upon the pro- 
mise, — * God is faithful, and will not suffer you to 
be tried above what you are able to bear ;' and 
take up, in God's strength, the patriarch's reso- 
lution, — * Though He slay me, yet will I trust in 
Him.' 

-Ajid then, beware of quenching the Holy 
Spirit's purifying work by yielding to the tempt- 
ations by which you are sure to be assailed. The 
Bin which doth most easily beset you, whatever 
it may be, will struggle, again and again, for the 
supremacy; therefore 'take unto you the whole 
«rmour of God.' Remember you are not your 
own; you are bought with a price, and must 
^ylorify God in your bodies and in your spirits, 
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which are His/ Beware, too, of what are looked 
upon by ordinary people as little sins, scarcely 
worth the name of sins — the lust of the eye and 
the pride of life. These, and such things as these, 
check the process (if not carefully guarded against) 
— the blessed process, the sanctifying work of 
God's Holy Spirit, through which our evil affec- 
tions are expurged, just as dross is from metal ; so 
that, as our outward man perishes, our inward 
man may be renewed day by day. 

And now that we are invited (and very 
many of us are, I trust, about to avail ourselves 
of the invitation) to show forth afresh our blessed 
Redeemer's death until His coming again, let 
us on this high and holy day, at that heavenly 
feast, solenmly invoke, in behalf of ourselves, our , 
families, our parish, our friends and neighbours in 
affliction, a mighty work of the Holy Spirit of 
God in us and among us. Let us pray more 
earnestly than we have yet done, that the Lord 
and Giver of life would give us all more healthy, 
spiritual life than we have hitherto enjoyed — more 
clear discernment of the great truths of the gospel 
— more zeal and energy in redeeming the time 
given to us to fight the good fight of faith — more 
holiness of heart and life through the Holy Spirit's 
treatment; and thus baptized with the Holy 
Ghost, even with Jire, the light m^isi ws. ^^aS^ 
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SERMON III. 

THE DEATH OF ABEL. 

Gen. iv. 8. 

And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to 
pass, when they were in the field, thai Cain rose wp 
against Abel his brother, and slew him. 

It is a very striking thing how immediately sin, 
after it had once entered into God's good world 
through man's disobedience, showed itself in all 
its blackness. The very first crime that was ever 
committed after the fall, was an aggravated 
murder : it was brought about by the lowest sort 
of envy, it was succeeded by the grossest and 
most flagrant lie. We are most of us familiar 
from our earliest childhood with the particulars of 
this first awful crime ; but I trust, with the blessing 
of God's Holy Spirit, it may not be unprofitable 
to look into it afresh, and to endeavour to gain 
instruction out of it. 

Our first parents had two Bonaa — C^ksL '^S'afe 
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elder, Abel the younger. Cain was a gardener, 
Abel a shepherd. Both these joung men liad 
been taught by their parents the duty of bringing 
to their Lord and Maker an offering in acknow- 
ledgment of their mercies, and of their depen- 
dence upon Him ; and both were ready to own 
and perform this duty. But upon a certain 
occasion there was that in the offering of the 
elder which displeased the Lord. He brought of 
the fruit of the grpimd. * But unto Cain and 
his offering the Lord had not respect.' What 
was the reason, we are not informed : it may 
be that Cain was a covetous man and kept back 
the best of his fruit, and only offered to the Lord 
that which he could not himself make use of. 

It seems significant that it should not be 
mentioned that Cain brought of the first and best 
of his fruit, if he did so, since it is carefully 
narrated that Abel, who was accepted, ' brought of 
the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof.* 
I cannot help thinking that Cain's first offence 
was in offering to the Lord an unworthy offering. 
I know many imagine that his fault lay in 
bringing to God the wrong sort of offering; 
they think it had been already intimated that 
* God would only accept hlood, thus showing forth 
by a type that it was to be through the blood of 
the Lamb of God that our race was to be even- 
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lally accepted by our offended Maker. He may 
ave erred in both these particulars. 

I would pause to caution all of you against 
ver offering to the Lord an unworthy offering : 
etter to give Him nothing. 

* The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit ; a 
roken and a contrite heart God will not despise : * 
ut He will not accept a hard heart, a proud 
eart, or a selfish heart. 

The only reasonable service we can offer to 
lim is the presentation of ourselves as living 
acrifices, holy and acceptable unto Him. We 
aust not offer Him only half ourselves, and give 
he other half to the world ; but whatsoever we 
lO, in word or deed, must be all to His glory. 

With reference to our substance, we must be 
areful that we give unto God in proportion to 
»ur means, otherwise we are surely offering Him 
LU unworthy offering : we are giving Him that 
rhich costs us nothing, and He wiU not have 
•espect to us. 

But in Caiji's case one sin rapidly led to 
mother; he no sooner foimd that his brother's 
)ffering pleased the Lord, and that his own had 
he contrary effect, than he became jealous of the 
avour which God bestowed upon his brother, 
lis countenance fell, and he was very wroth. He 
)lamed his Mater, and he blamed. \^a\sto^^t,l^x 
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that which his own selfishness and wickedness 
had entirely brought upon himself. And in this 
state of mind God, in His infinite loTe and mercy, 
condescended to reason with him. He asked him, 
as one man would another, why he was wroth, and 
why his countenance was fallen ? He told him, 
that if he did well he would be as graciously ac- 
cepted as his brother; and that, as for his eyil 
deeds, the consequences of them laid at his own 
door : he had no reason to be angry with any one 
except himseK. ' If thou doest well, shalt thou 
not be accepted ? and if thou doest not well, sin* 
— or as it ought to be rendered, the consequence 
of ?i n. sin's penalty — * lieth at the door ;* i". e, at 
thine own door. 

Such mouth - to - mouth reasoning as this 
between man and his Maker has now altogether 
censed: but still I would remind tou, that there is 
thiit even now which very closely corresponds with 
ity and which is fidly calculated to answer its pur- 
pose. The striTing of the Spirit of God. which every 
child of man experiences, at least for a period, is 
what I allude to. The manv reasons which occur to 
tbee mind whr a sin should not be committed, these 

m 

pat into our hearts by the Holy Spirit of God ; 

I do not think we need hes^itate to assert, that 

snner evar e«xnmence$ his career of iniquity 

larmg gx^eat obistacles to o^f^xv^vBaft in his 
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own breast. It is when he succeeds in breaking 
through all these, and not till then, that he is able 
to perpetrate his offence, whatever it may be. 
We are in the habit of calling these obstacles to 
sin, conscience and light and knowledge ; but 
we must remember that conscience and light and 
knowledge are only the instruments of the blessed 
Spirit of God, and that it is only as He makes use 
of them that they are able to*" produce the sh'ghtest 
possible effects upon a man's heart and understand- 
ing. I pray you to think of this, that whenever you 
fall into sin, it has to be in the face (so to speak) 
of the Spirit of God. This St. Paul tells us very 
plainly in Gal. v. 16, 17, — ' This I say then, Walk 
in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of 
the flesh. For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, 
and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are 
contrary the one to the other.' 

But we must return to our history. 

Though God condescended to reason, as we 
have noticed, with Cain, it had no effect ; and 
though by way of mitigating his anger he had been 
assured that, so far as this world was concerned, 
he, as the elder brother, should always occupy a 
superior position, and that Abel's desire should 
always be unto him, and he should always serve 
him, it was all to no effect : jealousy had taken 
deep root in Cain's heart ; it BmoxAiSLereiftL^^'t^^SL 
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like a suppressed flame, and it only wanted de 
opportunity to make it burst forth in all its fiuy. 
This opportunity presented itself only too soon; 
the brothers were talking together and walking i& 
the field. It may be that the sight of Abd's 
sheep, brought back afresh to his elder brother^K 
memory the recollection of the offering about 
which he had felt so wroth. At any rate he hA 
all self-control, and taking advantage of Us 
brother's youth and inferior strength, he lott 
up against him and slew him. We are oiot 
told any particulars respecting the dreadful ad; 
we cannot, however, help thinking what aa 
awful state of mind Cain must have been in whea 
he saw the lifeless form of his young brother, 
for it is plain that Abel was the first of the 
human race that tasted of death. Cain may, in- 
deed, have seen death among animals, but his 
brother slain by his own hand was the first dead 
man he had ever seen ; and it may be that, once 
the deed was done, he would have given all he 
possessed to undo it. We know how generally 
this is the case with men guilty of his crime in 
our own days, and Cain was a man of like passion 
with any of them. 

The inspired writer does not tell us much con- 
cerning the grief which the loss of their son must 
have occasioned to our first parents, Adam and 
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Eve — though the name of the third son, Seth^ 
being commemorative of Abel's loss, proves to us 
that they felt it deeply. Surely, we think, such a 
bitter trial as this, so soon following upon their 
fatal act of disobedience, must have brought home 
to them, in a way which nothing else scarcely 
could have done, the truth, that it was indeed an 
evil thing and a bitter to have sinned against the 
Lord. It is likely that He whose custom it is to 
bring good out of evil, made use of this affliction 
to draw them back to HimseK; to wean them 
from this world, and to lead them to look out of 
it and beyond it for undisturbed and perfect peac^. 
And is it not a delightful thing to feel that the 
very first of our race who died was a proof of the 
efficacy of the glorious plan devised for our sal- 
vation immediately after the fall, and revealed to 
Adam in the same breath with the sentence of 
condemnation on account of sin ? And we have 
abundant proofs to assure us of the safety of Abel's 
soul. We have, first, the fact of his enjoying the 
favour of God ; then, secondly, we have the as- 
surance of the Apostle Paul in Heb. xL, that he 
made his offering ia Mth. 'By faith,' he tells 
us, * Abel offered unto God a more excellent sa- 
crifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness 
that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts : 
and by it he being dead yet s^sSmi^J ^^^>kes^> 
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again, our blessed Lord speaks of hini in Matt 
xxiii. 35, under the title of * righteous Ahel! 
I cannot help thinking, that the Holy Spirit 
of God has given ns these numerous proofs of 
Abel's safety with the design of making us see 
how immediately after God's promise the plan of 
salvation came into operation. Once Gh>d had 
promised to give His only-begotten Son to die in 
the fulness of time for sinners, it was all the 
same as if He had actually died. Faith, in that 
promise was as saving, as is faith now in the &ct 
that Christ has died. And surely, fiirther, we 
have likewise to learn this lesson, that from the 
very beginning to the very end of time nothing 
but faith in the blood of the Lamb of God can 
save a soul. Abel gained salvation in the same 
way which you and I must, and which the last of 
the human race which shall be bom must, if we 
be saved at all. Does not this thought, brethren, 
lend force to such beautiful passages as the fol- 
lowing, with which we are all familiar ? — * Jesus 
Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and for 
ever.' ' There is none other name imder heaven 
given among men whereby we must be saved,' but 
the name of Jesus. Or, again, that description 
which the Lord Jesus Christ gives us of Himself 
in the Book of the Revelation ? — * I am Alpha 
And Omega, the beginning and the ending ; the 
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first and the last/ Oh, with what fervour and love 
will that glorious song proceed hereafter from the 
mouth of every saved soul — Abel among the rest ; 
and God grant that you and I may be of the 
number, — ' Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, 
and has redeemed us to God by His blood, out 
of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
nation/ 

And now we must turn again for a few minutes 
to the after-conduct of Abel's cruel brother. At 
that early period of the world's history there could 
of course be no human judges to condemn such a 
criminal to the punishment he deserved ; but for all 
that, Cain was answerable to a Judge whose vigi- 
lance he could not elude, whose wisdom he could 
not impose, upon. The Lord God sought him and 
found him. There is no doubt Cain tried all he 
could to hide himself, as his parents had done, 
from the Divine Presence ; but he could not 
succeed. He had to stand before his Maker ; and 
the first question which was put to him was the 
one which above all others he wished to avoid, — 
* Where is Abel thy brother ?* Cain imagined he 
had done the deed alone ; ♦he knew his parents 
were out of the way, and they were the only 
people living. The dumb brutes, though wit- 
nesses to his wickedness, could not have reported 
it. He had jet to learn that * t\ife e^^^ <ii *^^ 
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Lord are in every place, beholding the evil a 
good;' he had yet to learn that Q^od se 
though we cannot see Him. His answer 
us that he was ignorant of these matten 
KNOW not/ was his reply; *am I my brc 
keeper?' Had he known the omnipotenc 
the omniscience of Ood, he would scarcely 
answered as he did ; he would have known * 
li^ would avail him nothing, and that it ^ 
only increase his Maker's anger. But Caii 
very soon to learn this ; and, perhaps, it is sci 
possible for us to imagine his surprise, his s] 
and his dismay, when the Lord Ood at one 
posed and laid bare his wickedness : — * Wha 
thou done? the voice of thy brother's 
crieth unto me from the groimd.' Cain ap 
to have been dumbfoimdered, and in silem 
heard from the Divine lips the awful punish 
decreed upon him : — ' Thou art cursed froi 
earth, which hath opened her mouth to re 
thy brother's blood from thy hand; when 
tillest the groimd, it shall not henceforth 
imto thee her strength : a fugitive and a t 
bond shalt thou be in the earth.' 

There was no resisting the will of Him 
spoke this, and it seems to have overwhelmec 
murderer with desperation and hardened ang 
'My punishment,' said he, 'is greater than I 
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bear ! * And, by a retributive judgment, he fore- 
bodes for himself the same fate which he had 
brought upon his innocent brother, — ' It shall 
come to pass, that every one that findeth me shall 
slay me/ This, however, did not suit the Divine 
purposes ; He therefore put some mark upon Gain, 
and declared that if any one should slay him^ 
' vengeance should be taken on him sevenfold/ 

And now, my brethren, let me ask you to 
notice how strongly God showed His hatred of 
Cain's fearful sin, and what a grievous penalty He 
inflicted upon it. Surely this was intended to teach 
us, in all ages, what a hateful thing this and all sin 
is in God's sight. Had He pasised over the first sin 
lightly, men might have fancied that it was not 
so abominable in His eyes as it really is. And 
then, again, let us remember that it is not only 
those who absolutely take the lives of their 
brethren who are in God's sight guilty of Cain's 
sin, but those who hate their brethren, and would, 
but for the consequences to themselves, lift up 
their hands against them and slay them. ' This 
is the message that we have heard from the be- 
ginning, that we should love one another. Not 
as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew 
his brother.' And, * whosoever hateth his brother 
is* a murderer: and ye know that no murderer 
hath eternal life abiding in him.' 
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And theiiy again, we must notice how utteilj 
destitute of all real sorrow for the sin he W 
committed Gain continued to be ; the thought of 
his brother's blood crying to him from the grocmd 
did not move him. I think we may read in the 
enduring impenitence of this first great orimiiud 
a solemn lesson, not to depend upon having a re- 
pentant state of heart after sin as a matter of 
course ; but rather to see from his case what a hard- 
ening effect sin has upon the heart. If at any tiine 
temptation comes in your way, and the tempter 
suggests to you that you may commit the sin, and 
that you may repent afterwards and then obtain 
pardon through Christ's blood, beware ! there is no 
more dangerous snare of the devil than this. It is 
true that repentance and faith might save you, 
but you may find no place for repentance. Take 
warning I it was so in Cain's case ; it has been so 
in numberless cases since his. Oh, it is a dan- 
gerous thing indeed to sin, because of our know- 
ledge of a way of pardon. A man in such a state 
of mind must in very deed be in the gall of 
bitterness and in the bond of iniquity. We can 
hardly fancy anything more grievous to the Holy 
Spirit, anything more likely for ever to silence 
His strivings with us, than that. Let, then, the 
example of Cain deeply impress upon our hearts 
and consciences that it is indeed a perilous thing 
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to fall into sin at all ; perilous, not merely because 
life is uncertain and we may be cut off unexpec- 
tedly in our sins, but perilous because sin has 
such a hardening effect upon the soul, that it 
often happens, that after it has been committed 
there is never any sorrow felt on account of it — 
never any pardon sought. I. think I can hardly 
give you, in conclusion, a more useful hint from 
the subject we have been discussing, than by 
afresh exhorting you to pray daily more earnestly, 
in your blessed Saviour's nattie, — ' Hold thou up 
my goings in thy paths, that my footsteps slip 
not.' 



SERMON IV. 

THE DIVINE CALL ; AND THE DIVINE CHOIC& 

Matt. xx. 16. 
Many he ecUled, hut few cAomh. 

Never, I suppose, my brethren, was so solemn 
and awful a warning contained in such a short 
and comprehensive sentence as this. It is a solemn 
and an awful warning, because it is given by 
Him who spake with authority — by Him who 
always Himself gives the call in the first in- 
stance, and who afterwards makes the choice. It 
was given by Him who, at the time He was 
speaking, had been in the constant and daily 
habit, from the foimdation of the world, of giving 
these calls and making these choices. The Lord 
Jesus knew the feelings and behaviour of all the 
men that had ever lived, to give effect to His 
words. And as man in all ages has been, and 
ever will be, the same — as man in all a^a has 
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had, and ever will' have, a most deceitful and 
desperately wicked heart — therefore was it that 
the God-man could pronoimce, that as it had 
been in the beginning up to that time, so it would 
continue to be till time should be no more,— 
many called, few chosen. 

I propose, with the help of God's Spirit, to 
bring imder your notice this morning two points. 

I. The Divine Call. 
II. The Divine Choice. 

I. The Divine Call, — *Many he called.* And 
I fancy that some of you are inwardly think- 
ing. What a blessed thing it would be to feel 
yourselves called by God ! Some of my younger 
hearers who are acquainted with the early history 
of the great Jewish prophet Samuel, think what 
an exalted privilege it would be to be roused as 
he was, in the middle of the night, by an heavenly 
voice uttering your own names, and giving you 
injunctions concerning your future life and conduct. 
You think, if you could but have this privilege, 
you would serve God as heartily and laboriously, 
through the whole of your lives, as Samuel or any 
one else ever could or did. 

Some of you, perhaps, think with longing of 
that call which the wise men from the East 
received, when they were bxou^t \/i ^^ \s>&scs5^ 
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Saviour by the guiding of a RhiniTig star, 
known before. Oh, you think, if some & 
sign from heaven as that were to be ahown 
you, you would attend to it ; you would obej 
without turning to the right hand or to the k 
The wise men forsook for a time the leading 
their star, but you would follow yours whithei 
soever it might take you ; you would neTer tat 
your eyes off it for a moment, till you got safely 
into heaven itself. 

Some of my hearers, who are more advanc^ 
in life, are perhaps thinking how delightAil it 
would be to be called in the same way that Saul 
of Tarsus was; to be shown the Son of man 
standing at the Father's right hand, and to hear 
His voice addressing you individually. Tou 
think, if such were the case, you would ask as 
heartily as he did, — * Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do?* and you imagine that you would be 
prepared to give up everything as he did, to carry 
out the Divine intentions. 

And such of you are, I am afraid, composedly 
waiting for the call to come. Such of you have 
taken for granted that the call has not come. 
Such of you are throwing the blame of your 
present alienation of heart from God, from your- 
selves to your Maker ; for how (ask you inwardly), 
how shall we follow if we be not called P Now, 
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dear brethren, to those of you in particular, and 
indeed, to all of you, I would say. Banish from 
your minds all thoughts of extraordinary calls of 
this description; if any of you wait for them 
you will, in all probability, wait for ever, I dare, 
say most of you remember, that when the Lord 
spoke to the prophet Elijah, it was not in the 
whirlwind, nor the earthquake, nor the lightning ; 
but after these, there came a still small voice 
saying, ^What doest thou here, Elijah?* Are 
you quite sure that no still small voice has 
ever said to you, 'What doest thou hereP* 
What are you doing in the house of your pilgri- 
mage? Are you quite sure that no still small 
voice has ever asked of you, How are you using 
your many privileges P how are you treating your 
Bibles? how are you passing your Sabbaths? 
how are you spending your money P how are you 
occupying your time? Have these questions never 
been put to you &om the pulpit? Have the 
children of this parish never been warned to re- 
member their Creator in the days of their youth? 
Have the openly ungodly never been exhorted to 
flee from the wrath to come ? HaVfe the worldly- 
minded never been asked the Lord's question, — 
' What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul P' Have the careless 
never been entreated not to 'gviX. offi. >bJ^ ^ \stfst!^ 
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conyenient season to make their calling^and electicni 
sure, because it may never come ? Has the way 
of life, through a crucified Sayiour, never beea 
spoken from this place in your hearing P XJnlesi^ 
my brethren, you can lay your hands upon your 
breasts and say that all this is the case, yon musk 
not plead that you have not been called. But to 
this you reply, Is it not one thing to be called by 
Qtod, and is it not quite another tiling to be 
addressed by His ministers P Brethren, what says 
the word of God on this point P It says of the 
ministers of the Gospel, that they are * anibassadon 
for Christ,' as though Gtod did beseech men by 
them ; and again it says, — * It pleases Gh>d by the 
foolishness of preaching to save such as believe.' 
Now it is by this word. of God, which contains 
this solenm statement, that you will at the last be 
judged; and though ^ou may not consider the 
messages of God's ministers as calls of Gh>d, He 
considers them so ; and when before God's judg^ 
ment-seat you shall be disposed to plead that you 
were never called, will you not be reminded of the 
Sabbath after Sabbath in which we, and such as 
we, besought you in God's stead, * Be ye reconciled 
to God P' 

Brethren, I would impress you with the re- 
8p6nsibility of hearing the preached word. I 
would solemnly remind you, that because this is 
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one of God's ways of calling you, that therefore 
it is that it is written, that to every soul who 
hears, the preached word is the savour of life unto 
life or of death unto death. 

You are almost all of you most attentive with 
your outward ears, but I should like to know 
whether you do indeed realize the responsibility 
of listening week after week to the truth. Do 
you pray to God before you come, and after you 
leave God's house ? Do you think of what you 
hear, and meditate upon it afterwards P Surely 
this is the way to treat an ordinance which 
God employs to call men to Himself. And 
then you must be care&l to think much mgre 
of the message than of the messenger — of the 
call than of him who utters it ; * for we have this 
treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of 
the power may be of God, and not of men.' Only 
think, then, of the Sabbath privileges of this 
nation of ours ! only consider what view God takes 
of the ordinance of preaching, and then see how 
specially true it is of us as a people, that ' mant/ 
are called!' 

But this is only «ue of many ways by which 
God utters His calls. When He lays us low by 
any plague or sickness, when He sends any other 
affliction upon us, when any of His judgments are 
in the earth, when any remarksJoV.^ ^^rccas.^ ^\ 
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the uncertainty of life are given to us in tlie cases 
of our friends and neighbours^ these^ indeed, aie 
times when we are called by Gbd. The fact is, 
these solemn warnings happen so much, for the 
most part, in the regular course of things ; ihey 
creep upon us very often so gradually ; they aie 
generally brought about by natural causes ; that 
their Divine origin is not noticed. Chight any of 
us who have read with aching hearts and tefu:fiil 
eyes this week the harrowing details of that 
most distressing shipwreck, in which more than 
two himdred souls were hurried into eternity as in 
a moment, to have failed to hear a whisper from 
Him in whom all of us alike live, and move, aiid 
have our being P* — a whisper to this effect,— 
* Boast not thyself of to-morrow, for thou knowest 
not what a day may bring forth/ Or to go back 
to the language of God's word, to which we have 
already alluded, the voice is so still and so smaU 
that it is too often the case that its utterance is 
not noticed ; and because it is not noticed, men 
suppose it has not been uttered: but they will 
make this mistake to their own undoing. Their 
protesting that God has not called them will not 



* Allusion was here made to the loss of the great ship, 
the 'London,' which created at the time so profound a 
sensation. 
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alter the true state of the case. Their declaring 
no Divine whisper has been given, will not make 
the fact of that whisper having been given the 
less certain. Oh, no ! the answer in the judgment 
to all such assertions will be this, — * / called, but 
you refused.' 

You, my brethren, that have been very ill— 
and which of you have not, at some time or other ? 
— you that dreaded dying, you that made good 
resolutions if you should be spared, remember 
this, — i/ou have certainly been called. You that 
have at any time lost a friend in the prime of life 
by an imtimely accident, you that have seen by 
any striking circumstances (such as the distressing 
one just alluded to) that we stand in jeopardy 
every hour, — i/ou have certainly been called. 

Oh, beloved brethren, I entreat you not to add 
presumption to neglect ! Do not any of you per- 
sist in saying that you must have different calls 
to these to impress you to any purpose. Do not 
say, that in spite of what God's word says of 
preaching, and in spite of what you have been 
told of His providential dealings, these means are 
not effective enough, and not sufficiently out of 
the common to take any permanent effect on your 
hearts : for, believe me, you must not think of 
having other means employed ; and if these fail, 
they would likewise, even if erajVorj^. ^ ^cjv^. 
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will not hear and heed the still small voices of 
regular pastors, of your constitutioiial mfim 
of your local warnings, you would not hee 
whirlwind, the earthquake, or the fire : you i 
be frightened for the moment, but the fiight ' 
soon subside, and would leave your hearts afi 
as ever. * If (said the wretched Dives fro 
place of torment) * one went to my five bre 
from the dead they would repent;' but 
was Abraham's reply ? — * If they hear not ] 
and the prophets, neither will they be persi 
though one rose from the dead.' Does no 
inspired assurance tell us, in so many words 
if ordinary means fail to make us hear the I 
call, so would also extraordinary P li^ then, i 
invitations of the pulpit we add God's provid 
dealings with us, our blessed Lord's declai 
becomes, I think, doubly impressive^ and sug 
to each one of us great searchings of hee 
^ Many be called.^ 

But we must now proceed to notice brief 
II. The Divine Choice. — 'Many are c; 
but few are chosen.^ The calls of God are 
in different ways, as we have seen; but 
all invite the sinner to the Saviour on the 
terms — repentance, faith, and holiness. 
few out of the many to whom these temii 
proposed finally close with them. Some 
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hear the word seem deeply impressed at the time; 
but temptation comes, and they fall away. This 
is what the parable, of which our text forms the 
conclusion, chiefly teaches us. The labourers in 
the vineyard were dissatisfied with the owner's 
terms, and, therefore, they were rejected by him. 
The pleasures of sin are more attractive to some 
than the ways of holiness. Others smart under the 
rod of chastisement, and resolve to repent, and to 
believe, and to follow after holiness ; but the rod is 
removed, the smart subsides, and the old proverb 
in their case finds a fresh fulfilment, — * The dog is 
turned to his own vomit again ; and the sow that 
was washed to her wallowing in the mire.' Others 
are awed by the Divine judgments ; they tremble 
lest they. should overtake themselves. Like the 
wicked king Ahab, they humble themselves in 
sackcloth and ashes ; but the judgment is taken 
away and is soon forgotten, and their goodness 
proves only like the morning cloud and like the 
early dew, which passeth away. And it is but a 
few, but a little flock, to whom the Divine call 
proves like good seed into good groimd. It is but 
a few to whom the preached word, and the Lord's 
providential dealings, prove lasting blessings. It 
is but a few who become, through these means of 
grace, new creatures in Christ Jesus; and these 
are the few that are chosen, that axe afc^^'^\fe^^*^^ 
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are received into the number of Gtxi's saints, and 
become TTih sons and daughters by adoption and 
grace. Brethren, does not our own experience 
teach us all this ? And what I want you to notice 
is (and it is a most important point), that the 
blame rests with us, not with our God. The choice 
referred to, is not between souls equally anxioui 
after life. It is between anxious and careless 
souls.* It is not a capricious choice; but it all 
depends on this, — ^Will we accept the salvation of 
the gospel on the terms on which it is o£fered, 
repentance, faith, and holiness ? If we will, we 
may. * Ho, every one that thirsteth.' * Whosoever 
will, let him take of the water of life freely.' 
Dear brethren, I entreat you, none of you, to tempt 
God by putting a false interpretation on this word 
chosen. Let none of you be entrapped by that 
snare of the devil which would drive you into 
recklessness, and which would fain persuade you 
that it is a mere matter of arbitrary will on the 
part of your Maker, whether you are saved or 
lost ; that if He thinks proper to choose you, you 
will be saved in spite of yourself; and if He 
thinks proper to refuse, you will perish, do what 
you may to avert your doom. God hates nothing 
which He has made. * His tender mercy is over 
all His works.' * He willeth not the death of any 
nnner, but would rather that he ah^cwii tvum, that 
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he should be converted and Kve/ But, though. 
His property be ever to show mercy and to for- 
give, He cannot deny Himself ; He cannot satisfy 
His mercy at the expense of His truth. And it 
is only in the person of Christ crucified that He 
can be at once just, and yet the justifier of the 
ungodly. If, therefore, this great salvation be 
neglected or rejected, if the calls of God, made 
through His ministers, or by His own dealings, 
be refused, or if they be not accepted on His own 
terms, there is no course left to a covenant God, 
to a God at one and the same time infinitely 
merciful and infinitely true, but to refuse those 
persons admission into His kingdom and glory. 

Hence, though many be called and but few 
chosen, this fearful result rests with men and not 
with God ; and their blood must be on their own 
head. 

And now, to bring the matter quite home, let 
me put to you the simple and natural question, — 
Do you belong to the few that are chosen ? 

You will none of you, I think, after what 
has been said, deny that you have been often 
called. But are all of you exceptions to the 
general rule ? are all of you of the few, of the 
little flock to whom it will be their Father's 
good pleasure to give them the km^dsstss.^. 
God alone and yourselves kiiov7>m ^^dii ol^^^vsx^ 
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cases^ wliat effect His word and providence 
has hitherto had upon you ; but stop and ihinki 
what a fearful alternative it is not to belong to 
the chosen few I What an awful thing to be 
amongst the many called but not chosen, who will 
say to the Lord in the last great day of account,— 
* Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name, 
and m thy name cast out devils, and in thy name 
done many wonderM works P ' but to whom He 
will answer, — -' I tell you, I know you not. De- 
part from me ! ' There will be no resisting that 
decree. Those to whom it is given will have to 
go into everlasting fire. Brethren, which of us 
can dwell with the devouring flames ? Which of 
us can dwell with everlasting burnings ? Oh, if 
you have hitherto turned a deaf ear to the Divine 
calls, if the preached and the written words, and 
the solemn, practical warnings, which you have 
firom time to time received, have hitherto been to 
little purpose, let me earnestly and affectionately 
sav to such of vou, — * To-dav, while it is called 
To-day, if ye will hear His voice ^at all), harden 
not your hearts. Now is the accepted time, now 
is the day of salvation.' Do not tempt Christ by 
interposing any longer delay. * Behold,' he says 
to TOU« ' I stand at the door and knock ! ' Oh, 
His voice and open the door, and be no 
devoted so. heart and §o\3i.A^ \!^m^^ ^hich 
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perish in the using, but follow after those things 
which make for everlasting peace. One thing is 
needful ; choose that good part which cannot be 
taken away from you. 

And then, finally, I would say a word to those 
of you who do belong to the few that are chosen 
out of the many that are called; and may God 
add to this number in this parish and neigh- 
bourhood, how many soever they be, an hundred 
fold! I would remind such of you of that 
particular mark which the Apostle John gives 
us in his Revelation of those who are called 
and chosen. He tells us, 'they are called, and 
chosen, and faithfuV Be ye, therefore, faithful 
unto death, and then you shall receive the 
crown of life. Be faithful in the use of the 
written word of God. Cleanse your ways by 
taking heed thereto. Be faithful in the use of 
the divinely-appointed ordinances of God. They 
had not been given to us. if we had not required 
them. Be faithful in the use of all your talents ; 
trade with them, occupy with them till your 
heavenly Master shall come again ; so that at His 
coining He may receive His own with usury. Be 
faithful in your dealings one with another. Do 
not, to spare present pain, avoid speaking the 
truth one to another. Be faithful in trusting 
the Lord. If you cannot uiideTatai[i'3L'S\^^^\s^'^^ 
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either with yourselves, with your neighbours, or 
with the world, rest satisfied that they are right, 
because they are His doings. Be faithful in the 
discharge of your vows and resolutions, — your 
baptismal vows, your confirmation vows, your 
sick-bed vows — those vows which you made in 
trouble and distress. Be faithful unto death. 
Take heed that you never lose your first loTe. 
Depend entirely on the blessed Spirit's aid, and 
your path shall be as the shining light, which 
shineth more and more unto the perfect day ; and 
though, out of the many that are called, only a few 
be chosen, this few, gathered out of all nations, 
and cities, and towns, and villages, shall form, 
at last, blessed be God I a great multitude, which 
no man can number ; to which it shall be your 
unspeakable bliss to belong; which shall stand 
before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed 
with white robes, and with palms in their hands, 
and with a loud voice ascribe salvation unto their 
God who sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb. 



SERMON V. 

THE MANIFESTATION OF THE SPIRIT. 

1 Cor. xii. 7. 

But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every 

man to profU vjUhal, 

This manifestation qf the Spirit, of whicli the 
Apostle here speaks, was by no means the ex- 
clusive privilege of bygone ages. The Holy 
Spirit of God has had, doubtless, in every dis- 
pensation of the world, His peculiar ways of 
manifesting Himself; but I think we may un- 
hesitatingly affirm, that there has never been an 
age in which, in some way or another, there has 
not been a manifestation of the Spirit, either on 
behalf of or to the sons of men. It is the peculiar 
privilege of the children of God to discern and to 
understand His godly motions. * As many as are 
led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.* 
The following the leading of God's Spirit is only 
another way of expressing the understanding and 
observing the manifestation of ttv.^ Sj^\t\\»* 
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In ages preceding the formation of the world 
the Spirit of God manifested His being by dis- 
playing His creative potcer. Thns we read in 
Gen. i. 2, — 'The earth was without form, and 
void ; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. 
And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of tie 
waters. And God said, Let there be light, and 
there was light.' After that, and up to the time 
of the flood, the manifestation of the Spirit appears 
to have been in a form in which, blessed be God, 
it is our great privilege still, each one of us, from 
time to time, to discern Him, viz. in working upon 
the conscience, in causing men to be afraid of the 
wages of sin, in making them wish to know and 
please God ; and it was because this manifestation 
of the Spirit became, at length, through the great 
wickedness of man, almost universally disregarded 
(the single exception being in the case of Noah and 
his family, who were saved in the ark), that the 
Lord said, — 'My Spirit shall not always strive with 
man, and his days shall be only one hundred and 
twenty years.' Then, again, in patriarchal times, 
the manifestation of the Spirit was displayed gefier^ 
allj/f in this same gracious striving with man's 
spirit, but very signally for great and good, and 
kind and wise purposes, in remarkable manners, 
in particular instances. Thus Abraham, the 
friend of God, was filled by the Sijjvrit with 
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sucIl remarkable confidence, that he earned for 
himself the honourable names of the Father of 
the Faithful and of Faithful Abraham. Samson, 
again, was endowed by the Spirit with extra- 
ordinary strength; and, as if to show us the 
source whence this was derived, we are told, 
on almost every occasion when this strength 
was exerted, that 'the Spirit of the Lord came 
upon him/ ' The Spirit of the Lord came 
upon him, and he went down to Ashkelon and 
slew thirty men/ So, again, when, bound with 
two new cords, he was about to be delivered into 
the hands of his enemies, we are told that ' the 
Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him, and the 
cords on his arms became as flax that was burned 
with fire/ 

And then, when we go on a little further in 
the world's history, we see the manifestation of 
the Spirit in His holy influence upon the minds 
of men, causing them to write God's word. ' Holy 
men of old spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost/ It is to the manifestation of the Spirit 
that we are indebted for the sweet psalms of ' the 
man after God's own heart ;' for the sure word of 
prophecy, which shines as a lamp in a dark place ; 
and for the whole of the written word of God, which 
together form that most precious book and trea- 
sure, the Holj Bible — for * aU seTrgiWc^ Ha ^^sc^ 
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• 

by inspiration of God/ i. e, of God the Holy 
Spirit. And then, when we come to the opening 
of the Christian dispensation, we observe the 
manifestation of the Spirit in still more striking 
ways. Not to speak of the Incarnate Son, to 
whom the Spirit was given without measure, and 
on whom, at His baptism. It descended and rested 
as a dove, we notice the visible signs of His in- 
dwelling in the hearts of the children of men, 
and, as a consequence, the bestowal of extra- 
ordinary and miraculous powers, which took place 
on the day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit 
manifested Himself in the form of cloven tongues 
like as of fire, and it sat upon each of the dis- 
ciples, ^and they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, 
as the Spirit gave them utterance.' For the 
spread of the religion of the Lord Jesus, 
for the building up of the infant Church of 
Christ in His most holy faith ; for the fulfilment 
of the vast designs which God had in view 
in the gift of His Son to take our nature upon 
Him, it was necessary that these extraordinary 
gifts should be for a limited period continued. 
But when this necessity ceased, when the volume 
of Scripture was complete, when nothing further 
was required for the diffusion of the glorious 
Gospel of OUT Lord and Saviour over the whole 



OF THE SPIRIT. 59 

^orld, except that men endowed with ordinary 
jowers should be active, diligent, persevering, 
uid self-denying, then, as was to be expected, 
;liese extraordinary gifts were withdrawn, and 
^e, my brethren, no longer have them. 

But still, this passage of Scripture which I 
lave selected as our text does most undoubtedly, 
n a modified sense, belong to us and to our chil- 
Iren. There is, most assuredly, a manifestation 
)f the Spirit to every rational man among us. 
ilVliat do the different professions mean, which are 
bllowed, one by one man and one by another P 
SVTiy is it that all men do not want to be the 
(ame profession ? It is because the Spirit of God 
nanifests Himself to each individual man sever- 
illy as He will, and He inclines the mind of this 
nan to choose that profession, and that man to 
jhoose the other. Men are anxious, if possible, 
,o shirk the religious view of the question ; and 
nstead of regarding these different inclinations as 
nanifestations of the Spirit, they speak of them, 
ind look upon them, as mere caprices of nature, 
3y which one man happens to have ability and to 
DO clever, and to have a taste in this direction, 
ind another man in that. But the Christian 
must take a higher tone than this; and as he 
puts to himself the question, 'What hast thou 
bhat thou hast not received?' and aa Yi'^ x^^'^ii^'^'?^ 
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the fact, that ' every good gift and eveiy perfect 
gift is from above/ so must he thankfully look 
upon his own particular tastes, and talents, and 
abilities, and on those of his children, as so nifli^ 
merciful manifestations of the Spirit gi^ 
to him and to them to profit withal. And I 
would ask you if we have not quite as re- 
markable proofs now-a-days as were Abraliaa 
and Samson, that the manifestation of the Spiiit 
is, indeed, given to men still to profit withal?— 
that we have statesmen able and willing, at the 
cost of their pleasure, and at the frequent sacrifice 
of their lives, to manage the affairs of our vast 
empire; — that we have penetrating, acute, and 
just judges, to mete out even justice in the com- 
plicated affairs in which one man is involved Tntk 
another ; — that we have able and faithful ministen 
to preach and to teach with power and imction 
from above ; — that we have skilled physicians to 
alleviate those sufferings to which sin has made 
us heirs, and to arrest the progress of the last 
enemy, Death ; — that we have lovers of music and 
melody to lead our spirits to enjoy singing tuneful 
praises in honour of our Redeemer; — that we 
have agriculturists, and tradesmen, and domestic 
servants, and artificers, and labourers ; — that one 
man shoidd choose to be a statesman, and another 
a lawyer, and another a clergyman, and another 
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a physician, and another a musician, and another 
should choose this or that useful profession, or 
trade, or occupation, and that these varieties of in- 
clinations, and tastes, and talents, should be con- 
tinually displaying themselves with the opening 
powers of mind from generation to generation ; — 
all this, I say, is standing and irresistible proof 
that this portion of God's living word does most 
surely belong to us and to our children, ' The mani- 
festation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit 
withal. For to one is given by the Spirit the 
word of wisdom ; to another the word of know- 
ledge by the same Spirit ; to another faith by the 
same Spirit ; to another the gifts of healing by 
the same Spirit ; and all these worketh that one 
and the self-same Spirit, dividing to every man 
severally as He will.' 

And now I would offer you a few practical 
reflections, which seem to press themselves upon 
our notice out of this subject. 

* The manifestation of the Spirit is given to 
every man to profit withal.' 

This teaches us the responsibility under 
which our particular talents and tastes place 
us. God has given them to us with the view of 
our being of some use in His world in our day 
and generation. He has given them to us to 
profit withal. Whether our c^a^j^.^^^se^ ^-^ <3^qsl 
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abilities are of a higher or a lower order, whefliff 
through the circumStanees of our life, througl 
our position in society, we are called upon to 
exercise them in high or more lowly occupationfl, 
in the state, or in a household, God who hail 
made us, and not we ourselves, He reqtdres tiiat 
we should turn our powers to account; that ire 
should occupy with them till He come ; and i^ 
instead of being industrious and diligent, we are 
idle and slothful, if we hide what talents we 
possess in a napkin, we shall surely, at last, come 
under that awful condemnation, — * Cast ye the 
unprofitable servant into outer darkness, where 
there is wailing and gnashing of teeth/ And 
then I would ask Christian parents whether this 
view of talents and inclinations should not lead 
them to be very cautious how they thwart their 
children in following any particular bias they 
may feel towards this or that useful profession or 
occupation. If, indeed, a particular talent and 
taste be a manifestation of the Spirit, given to 
our children to profit withal, then we may be 
quite sure that they will be more useful in pur- 
suing that taste, and in following up that in- 
clination, than if, by our constraint, they are 
pressed into a different course of life. It is to 
little purpose to talk of there being much greater 
prospect of success in some ot\iet ^^^tiow than 
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this one ; we may be certain of this, that if our 
heavenly Father has condescended to turn any 
mind in one particular direction, in that direction 
there will be blessing and success ; in any other, 
there will be nothing but discomfort and dis- 
satisfaction, and in all probability failure and 
disappointment. * The manifestation of the Spirit 
is given to every man to profit mthaV So long as 
this end is answered, so long as a parent can but 
see his children useful in their day and gener- 
ation, so long as he can but see them turning to 
good account for God and man their abilities and 
energies, that parent ought to feel that, so far as 
his children are concerned, the desires of his heart 
are gratified. It may be, that in other pursuits 
there might be more honour and more wealth, 
but honour and wealth are but feathers in the 
scale compared with usefulness, and the accom- 
plishment of the divine purposes in us and Jy us. 

And then notice, further, how, the thought 
that, in oxir several spheres of life, we are 
carrying out God's own purposes towards us, 
and doing His work — that particular work 
which He has designed for us to do — Mark, I 
say, how calculated this thought is to sustain us 
in difficulties and to cheer us in perplexities ! 
He never gave any man a duty to perform which 
cannot be done by hin) ; all tTa^at 'ELei x^cjoax^^ <5^ 
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US is possible, and He can and will make it 
easy. 

And then, let me ask you all, wIiateTer be 
your position in life — professional men, men d 
business, masters, servants, teachers, schokn^ 
parents, children — let me ask you to consider bov 
careful we should be to discharge each, our relatm 
duties as unto God and not unto men, as pleasing 
God who trieth the hearts. ' The inaiiifestatioii of 
the Spirit is given to every man to profit withaL' 
No man can be a profitable servant in the sight 
of his heavenly Master who does not keep con- 
stantly in mind that He, that heavenly Master, 
is about his path and about his bed, and spies out 
all his ways, and who does not exercise himself, 
as the Apostle Paul did, to ' have always a con- 
science void of offence both towards God and 
man. ' Can we each say as before God that this 
is, indeed, our single aim and end P Truly this is, 
by those who ponder it, a solemn question : but it 
should not be evaded ; it will have to be answered 
in that awful day when each man shall give 
account of himself to God, and when it will be 
truly ascertained whether the manifestation of 
the Spirit which was, in every individual's case, 
given to profit withal, produced its true result. 

And then, once again I would remind you, 
that this passage of Scripture has confined us 
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to that particular l)rancli of the Holy Spirit's 
office which leads Him graciously to teach 
every individual person what the Lord would 
have him or her to do in this world. But, of 
course, you will none of you for a moment sup- 
pose, that because I have thus been led by God's 
word to press upon you to look out more diligently 
for His teaching and guiding in this particular, 
that this is the only influence of the Holy Spirit 
you are to be solicitous about. Oh, no, my 
brethren ; you must before all things look to be 
taught by Him to believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ as your atoning Saviour, as the way, the 
truth, and the life; through whom alone you 
can see the face of God in peace ; ' for no man 
can gay that Jesus is the Lord but by the Holy 
Ghost.' 

And you must look to God's blessed Spirit to 
convince you of sin, and of righteousness, and of 
judgment to come. You must look to God's 
Spirit to enable you to crucify the flesh with its 
afiections and lusts, and to bring into captivity 
every thought to the obedience which is in Christ. 
And you must look to God's Spirit to comfort 
and support you in all distresses, whether of mind, 
body, or estate. In a word you may, blessed be 
God ! look to His Spirit to make your path of duty 
straight before your face, to teac\i ^oxx ^V^ ^^^^^ 
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are best fitted for in this world, and in what sphere 
you may be able to bring most glory to His name; 
but you must look to Him, as you would be saced^ 
as your Sanctifier and your Comforter : for in 
these points, ' If any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ he is none of His.' 



SERMON VI. 

PREACHED BEFORE THE MEMBERS OF THE PORTISHEAD 
FRIENDLY SOCIETY, ON WHIT-MONDAY, 1867. 

THE WAY TO BE HAPPY. 

Pbov. xxiv. 33, 34. 

Tet a little sleep, a little slwmher, a little folding of the hands 
to sleep : so shall thy poverty come as one that travellethf 
and thy want as an armed mxin. 

The word of God everywhere lays down this 
principle, that if we would be possessors of any of 
the good things which Almighty God has it in 
His power to bestow, we must work for them. 
This is true, my brethren, both of spiritual and 
temporal blessings. It is true of spiritual blessings : 
if we do not %eek the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness — if we do not labour for the meat 
which endureth unto everlasting life — if we do 
not work in God's vineyard — if we do not search 
the Scriptures — if we do not work out our sal- 
ration with fear and trembling — \i^e ftLOTvaVXaka 
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the kingdom of God by violence — if we do not 
pray without ceasing — if we do not become fol- 
lowers of them who through faith and patience 
inherit the promises— we shaU never find our- 
selves at last, in the enjoyment of the rest whicl 
is prepared for the people of God. 

My brethren, are any of you neglecting your 
souls ? Are any of you living as if, when this life 
18 ended, there is nothing before you P Are any 
of you leaving it, if I may so speak, to chance, 
whether you shall find yourselves in bliss or woe 
at last ? Or, are any of you living as if there were 
no precious Saviour who died for you, and whom 
you must glorify in your bodies and in your spirits? 
Have any of you got dusty Bibles ? Is the house 
of God a strange place to any of you ? Are the 
knees of any of you unaccustomed to be bent in 
prayer? Be assured, the course you are fol- 
lowing will not end in peace at the last. Ton 
must exert yourselves if you want to be saved. 
You that sleep must awake — you that have been 
standing still, or rather going back on the heavenly 
road, must forthwith set about and run with 
patience the race which is set before you. ' Yet a 
little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the 
hands to sleep;' so shall your souVs poverty 
come as one that travelleth — every day, and every 
hour, and every breath, wiH bring it nearer to you, 
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ind your souVs want shall come as an armed man, 
i^hicli it is in vain to resist. The Bridegroom will 
5ome, the cry will be heard, — ^Behold, the 
Bridegroom cometh ; go ye out to meet Him.' You 
wdll not be able to go, for you will have no oil in 
jrour lamps ; the marriage supper wiQ take place, 
jTou will have no wedding garment on, and you 
mrill be sure to be detected ; and the great Master 
3f the feast wiQ come to you and say, — ' Friend, 
biow earnest thou in hither, not having on a 
v^edding garment?* This fearful catastrophe is 
36 certain to happen to every one who neglects 
bis Boul, as step by step the traveller is sure to 
gain his joumey^s end, however long it be : it 
is as certain to happen, as it were useless for 
ane unarmed to combat with an armed man. 
This is the first great truth taught us by our text. 
Will not all of you receive it as a word in 
season this day ? Will not all of you hence- 
forth give time, and attention, and labour, 
that you may be prepared to meet your God? 
Will you not strive to enter in at the strait 
gate P Will you not earnestly pray that God's 
Holy Spirit (who as at this time was poured 
forth plenteously into the hearts of the early 
Christians) may be poured forth into your hearts 
— that He may dwell there — that He may incline 
you to put your only confidence intheLoYd J^^aa^ 
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Christ, tlie Sayiour of smners — that He may 
strengthen you to fight the good fight of faith— 
that He may enable you henceforth to confess 
Christ before men — that He may confess you and 
not be ashamed of you before His Father and 
before His angels? ^ 

My brethren, it is hardly probable that all of 
us shall ever meet together in this house of God 
again ; I implore you then, each to take away 
this truth, and to follow it out throughout the 
whole of your after life, that, if you would be 
saved, pou must exert yourselves — you must pray 
— you must read — you must hear — you must 
converse — you must live the life of the righteous 
— and you must do all this, not because the doing 
of it will save you, but because the Saviour, 
whose blood was shed for you, will be sought, and 
He will have His doctrine adorned. He has said, 
' Be ye doers of the word ; ' and His apostle has 
told us, 'Faith without works is dead, being 
alone.' 

And this leads me to notice that it is equally 
true in temporal matters : that all earthly 
blessings are to be obtained through our own 
endeavours, and that idleness and neglect are sure 
to end in poverty and want. 

* I went,' saith the wise man, ' by the field of 
tjxe slothful, and by the vineyard of the man void 



THE WAY TO BE HAPPY. 71 

of tmderstanding ; and, lo, it was all grown over 
with thorns, and nettles had covered the face 
thereof, and the stone wall thereof was broken 
down. Then I saw, and considered it well : I 
looked upon it, and received instruction. Yet a 
little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the 
hands to sleep : so shall thy poverty come as 
one that travelleth ; and thy want as an armed 
man. 

My brethren, I do not feel it necessary to 
dweU at any length upon this truth, because I 
know the body of men whom I am now addressing 
are as hard-working and industrious a body of 
men as can be found ; and there is not one of 
them who does not feel the truth of what the wise 
man says. But, still, there may be in this con- 
gregation some young man who thinks he would 
like to live a life of pleasure — who sometimes is 
disposed to grumble because he is not bom of 
wealthy parents — who thinks his father or his 
master hard because they expect him to be con- 
stantly at work. I would take this opportimity of 
warning that young man, that a life of idleness and 
pleasure is only another name for a life of misery 
and discontent. Do you want to see a man dis- 
satisfied with every body and every thing ? Behold 
the idle man ! Do you want to see a man who finds 
the time hang so heavy that he ia obliged, to daxk&^ 
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his windows, lest the Kght shonld wake him too 
early and make the day too long? Behold tlie 
idle man 1 Do you want to see the man who at 
middle age has a shattered constitution, a palsied 
hand, and a stooping gait P Behold tha man of 
pleasure! My brethren, when you see an idfe 
man and a man of pleasure looking so cheerful 
that you are disposed to envy him, you must carry 
your eye ten years forward, and, if you are skilfol 
with your pencil, you might safely draw such a 
picture of that man as woxdd terrify him ; and it 
would be a true picture ; such a picture as that 
man would think it an insult to call a likeness of 
himself: and yet, I say, it would be a true one, 
I would sajr then, more particjdarly to all my 
young friends, — Never let it be a matter of any 
regret to you that you are obliged to work for 
your bread. 

And then I may for a moment remind you 
of the many pleasures of labour and industry. 
There is the approving conscience, which is only 
happy and quiet when we are doing our duty in 
that state of life into which it has pleased God 
to call us ; there are the respect and good opinion 
of our neighbours; there are the comfortable home, 
the cleanly wife, and the healthy children ; there 
are the happy sabbaths and the blessed family 
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* Where kneeling down, to heaven's Eternal King, 
The saint, the father, and the husband prays ; 
Hope springs exultant on triumphant wing, 
That thus they all shall meet in future days, 
Tliere ever bask in uncreated rays, 
No more to sigh or shed the bitter tear, 
Together hymning their Creator's praise : 
In sucb society, yet still more dear, 
While circling time moves round in an eternal sphere. 

The parent pair their secret homage pay. 
And proffer up to Heaven the warm request. 
That He, who stills the raven's clam'rous nest. 
And decks the lily fair in flow'ry pride, 
Would, in the way His wisdom sees the best. 
For them and for their little ones provide ; 
But chiefly in their hearts with grace divine preside.' 

My dear brethren, I hope I need not add 
nother word to convince you all, both young 
nd old, that the way to be happy is to be godly, 
ad to be busy — and what a blessing it is, that 
1 this country at least every industrious, re- 
pectable man, can find occupation ! No one need 
e^idle for want of some one to hire him — and I 
ronld not lose the opportunity of impressing 
pon all my hearers, whether masters or servants, 
lie necessity of discharging our several relative 
aties ' as unto the Lord, and not imto men.^ 

Are you masters ? ' Give unto your servants 
tiat which is just and equal, knowing that ye 
Iso have a Master in heaven.' Are youseTvexLte.? 
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'Obey in all tilings your masters according 
the flesh ; not with eye-service as men-pleasei 
but in singleness of heart, fearing God: £ 
whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lc 
and not ujito men ; knowing that of the Lord 
shall receive the reward of the inheritance : 
ye serve the Lord Jesus Christ. But he t 
doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong wi 
he hath done: and there is no respect 
persons.' 

And now I would remind you that es 
godly and industrious man should be a prud 
man : he should provide against a raini/ i 
Such a club as this, to which many of my ] 
sent hearers belong, enables any one so dispc 
to do it without much inconvenience. It is 
possible for a man earning labourer's wagei 
support a family and at the same time lay by 
great deal, but every one is able to lay by eno 
to make him a member of the club, and tha 
equivalent to saving a larger sum. I am gla* 
find that so many of you do this : I am happ; 
announce to you that your club appears to be 
prosperous condition. There are at the prei 
moment between 1300/. and 1400/. invested in 
&nds, or in equally safe securities, which sh 
a steady increase from year to year. 

If I . add anything more to what I I 
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already said, it shall be this. I would say to all 
the members of the club, Be united — union is 
strength. Let every man of you feel that it is for 
your own benefit to be sparing of the funds of the 
dub ; that it is for your own benefit not to put 
yourselves upon the sick fujid, except upon urgent 
necessity. And then, once more, you are happy 
in the officers of your club ; they are men of ex- 
perience — they are men of prudence. Take their 
advice ; give them, one and all of you, your con- 
fidence. 

And lastly : enjoy your holiday as Christian 
men — as rational men — as men that must give 
an account at the last of every day of their 
lives — this day as well as every other. 'Whether, 
therefore, ye eat or drink, or whatsoever you 
do to-datf, do all to the glory of God.' 
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SERMON Vn. 

A HARVEST THANKBQIVING BERMOlf, PREACHED 

OCTOBER, 1865. 

Jbs. T. 24. 
He reaerveth unto us the appainUd week* of the harvest, 

Another ingathering of the fruits of the earth 
is now well-nigh completed, and every minister of 
the gospel must feel it to be a special part of liis 
duty to set before his flock what a fresh debt of 
gratitude they owe to the Giver of all good gifts, 
if it has pleased BLim to open His hand afresh, and 
to re-fill our gamers and our stores with plenteous- 
ness. The passage before us reminds us, in the 
words of the Prophet, how utterly dependent we 
are upon God for the earth's bringing forth her 
increase: * Se reserveth unto us the appointed 
weeks of the harvest.' We can till the ground, 
and we can cast in the seed ; but what more is 
Hbere that we can do P We are not able to create 
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drop of dew — we are not able to bring down 
•om the clouds a single drop of rain — we are not 
ble by any means to shut the windows of heaven, 
' the rain conies down more quickly than we 
'ant it. And if the air be peopled with insects, 
'hose instincts and necessities drive them to feed 
pon our corn-plant, what can we do to purge the 
ir from these P what can we do to produce the 
lectric fluids which alone can destroy themP 
*r what, again, can we do to bring out those 
Balthfol rays of sunshine, of which of late we 
ftve been enjoying so large a share, and without 
hick no vegetable prodiice can attain perfection P 
h, brethren, the answer is the same — We can 
) atothing ! Or what can we do in winter time 
•wards causing those timely falls of snow which 
•e BO useAiI to our young plants, at once 
mrishing the root and keeping warm the stalks P 
h, we can do nothing! And as we said at 
arting, all that we can do is to till the ground 
id throw in the seed and leave it, and sleep 
id rise night and day, and the seed must spring 
id grow up, we know not how. 

When, then, we find, as we have done this 
3ar, that the earth has brought forth fruit of 
3rself, first the blade, then the ear, after that the 
11 com in the ear ; and when we know, that for 
LIS to be an accomplished fact, raixL «j;\.<1 «Qa^^ 
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and sunsliine and lightning, must all have done 
their part in their turn; the least thouglitM 
amongst us must feel that the least we can do is 
to lift up our hearts in earnest thanks to Him who 
controls these natural agencies, and to acknow- 
ledge * He has reserved to us the appointed weeks 
of harvest,' and that without Him we could liaTe 
done nothing in this important matter. 

It shows what great natural estrangement from 
God there is in the heart of man, to consider how 
very reluctant we all of us are to recognise the 
hand of our heavenly Benefactor. Though we 
have proofs of His kindness continually before 
us — though every mouthfiil of wholesome bread 
which we eat is a striking proof of the loving- 
kindness of the Lord ; yet still how many there arc 
who go on day after day, and week after week, and 
year after year, and never so much as remember 
what cause they have to be thankfiil to God ! But 
though He bear very long with His ungrateful 
creatures, and though it is but rare that He goes 
out of His way to remind them in whom it is that 
they live and move and have their being ; though 
it is most true that judgment is His strange work ; 
He does not, nevertheless, always leave Himself 
without witness : sometimes He sees good to take 
away His blessings, in order that by the want of 
them He may make us feel how great a boon they 
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re, and from whom they come. And it is well, 
ly brethren, when one Divine blessing is taken 
xmi ufi, if the withdrawal of that lead us at once 
ack to gratitude and dependence. God this year 
as granted us a bountiful harvest ; but though, in 
lis goodness. He has not yet touched us in the 
taff of life, He has seen good to lay His hand upon 
)nie of our other temporal blessings, and we 
Lust not hesitate to declare that the judgments of 
le Lord are in the earth. 

We all know that many of the cattle of this 
id other countries have been attacked with a 
readful disease, and though this immediate 
sighbourhood in which we reside has hitherto 
len remarkably free from this visitation, we 
nnot tell how soon it may reach our own 
tiish. 

This is not the place or the time to inquire 
to the origin of the cattle plague, or into the 
Bthods of prevention or of cure. The preacher's 
icdness is this — to point out to his people a 
ain fact, that one of God's judgments is in 
e earth. And I should not wonder if we 
me to consider, if we have not been, par- 
nilarly as a nation and as individuals, im- 
indful that the health of our cattle is as much a 
9ssing from above as the health of man. Our 
ttle always have, as a rule, been healthy — «i €ax 
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as our memory serves us ; and I suppose none of 
us can recollect an occasion of anytliing like a .,, 
general and fatal murrain having overtaken 001 I, 
beasts, such as now prevails. And I am a&aid |£ 
we have taken for granted that this always would 
be the case. I am afraid that but very few d 
us have thought it necessary to thank God for 
healthy cattle, and to ask Him to continue liluB 
blessing to us. And yet, when we comfi to 
search the word of God, there is no £stct roen 
clearly stated than that the lives of beasts is 
in the hands of God ; and that to pimish man 
He will send disease and death upon beasts. 
' Lord/ saith the Prophet, * thou preservest 
man and beast' And in threatening punish- 
ment upon the Israelites for making His teiii|dB 
a den of thieves, the Lord declares (Jer. viL 20), 
— 'Behold, mine anger and my fiiry shall be 
poured out upon this place, upon man and tq)on 
beast, and upon the trees of the field, and upon 
the fruit of the ground.' Then again, if we turn 
to the Prophet Ezekiel, xiv. 19, we find that the 
Lord, in threatening the city of Jerusalem with 
pestilence, included beasts as well as men. *K 
I send a pestilence into that land, and pour out 
my fury upon it in blood, to cut off" from it man 
and beast' So we see there can be no doubt 
whatever from the Scriptures, that diseases of 
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beasts as well as men are sent in punishment 
for the sins of nations; and not one of the 
least of national sins is immindfulness of past 
fEtvours and independence of our great God. 
And let me ask you, brethren, whether many of 
our hearts may not accuse ua of these sins P 

Have any of my dear brethren among the 
furmers been accustomed to forget, as they went 
about their homesteads and fields full of healthy 
cattle — as, thank God, they can still at present 
do — have they forgotten that a flow of healthy 
blood in the veins of oxen and of sheep is as much 
a gift from God as their own personal health P 
Have any of them forgotten that the beautiful 
organization of a beast can only be kept in order 
by the kind favour of the Creator P that the 
tissues — the liuigs — the hoofs — of cattle can only 
be kept healthy by His will P A kind God who 
gives these favours is provoked by their not being 
recognised. Let me beg you, then, in future to 
thank Ood if you have healthy cattle ; but re- 
member, that out of the same fountain sweet 
water and bitter cannot flow. A heart truly 
thankfrd for any single blessing must be a 
temple of the Holy Ghost. Gratitude for tem- 
poral mercies, while there is no gratitude for 
spiritual mercies ; thankfiilness for the meat which 
perisheth — while there is unconeenraL ^Jwsvi^ \Jwb 
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meat which endureth unto everlasting life— is a 
thankfulness in which God has no pleasure. I 
would take this opportunity of reminding you 
that we must always be prepared, in order to 
make gratitude acceptable, to express it in the 
words of our General Thanksgiving, — ' We thank 
thee, Father of all mercies, for our creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of this life ; but 
ABOVE ALL, foF thine inestimable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus 
Christ/ 

The fact, then, of a disease in our cattle has 
made an abimdant com harvest a more than com- 
monly choice blessing this season. For, with 
animal food at its present high price, had bread 
been dear, or had our corn been gathered in in 
bad condition, the winter must have pressed 
heavily indeed upon the poor man. And this 
seems the place to remind you how grateful we 
ought to be to God for sending us such a beautiful 
season as we had for our ingathering. When the 
sickle was first put in we had cause to fear a wet 
harvest : but God was good ; the clouds were dis- 
pelled — the Sim burst forth — and we had such 
a harvest-time as I suppose none but the very 
oldest of us can recollect. 

Let us then lift up our hearts in lively 
gratitude for this great favo\M', let there not 
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be one soul among us who will not, on his or 
her knees in private thanksgiving, praise the 
lord of the harvest for His goodness vouchsafed to 
us. And now that He has seen good to deprive 
us in a measure of one description of food, let us 
acknowledge, that as a nation and as individuals 
we have deserved it, on accoimt of a multitude 
of sins ; and let us search and try our ways, 
and turn unto the Lord our God, so that He may 
not see it needful to punish ub more severely 
still; and let us acknowledge His special kind- 
ness, that He has in wrath remembered mercy, 
by giving us a plentiful harvest and a fine 
ingathering, so that wholesome bread at a 
moderate price may be within the reach of 
aU. 

Dear bretliren, I have spoken to you this 
morning very simply ; but I hope I have stated 
to you the true state of the case. I hope I have 
been able to show you the frame of mind we must 
seek for as the result of this Thanksgiving Sunday ; 
that our gratitude must be characterised by repent- 
ance and humiliation : and pray let me bid you 
recollect that gratitude is not merely to be felt for 
a day, but always. Whenever we get our whole- 
some loaves out of our ovens, let us all try, even 
till harvest-time comes round again, to bless the 
good Lord ; let us be thanMvil\ni\^"R\s!CL«s^^'«^'y^ 
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good of His name ; let it be our happy and humble 
boast that we are His people and the sheep of His 
pasture ; and let us cultivate Christian confidence. 
Let us all, while enjoying present mercies, put 
away from us gloomy forebodings. * The Lord is 
my Shepherd, I shall not want !* this is a song 
every Christian man, never mind how poor he be, 
may safely sing. Every sheep of God's pasture 
shall be made to lie down in green pastures, and 
be led beside the still waters. 

And now I would ask you to give some 
substantial proof of gratitude ; for as in years 
past I have reminded you, so I must again 
to-day remind you, that on all special occasions 
of thanksgiving, God's chosen people were ex- 
pressly charged not to appear before the Lord 
empty: but every one, according as God had 
prospered him, was required to make an offering 
for the service of God. And if He required this 
of them, of course He requires it of us ; and none 
of us may give grudgingly. I propose to devote 
our offerings this day, as we have done in former 
years, to the Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel in Foreign Parts. That Society has for 
its more particular object to send out the bread 
OF liiFE to our colonists, men who are our kinsmen 
according to the flesh. And it seems to me 
to be very appropriate, that while we offer up 
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our thanks to God for a renewed supply of 
bread for our own bodies, we should make our 
acknowledgment of His favour in the shape 
of an offering of spiritual food to souls hungering 
and thirsting after righteousness. The working 
of the Society is so well known, and shares, 
thank God ! so largely the confidence of Christian 
people in this country, that I do not think I need 
at this time enter upon any details. I would 
only add, that our offerings should be given 
prayerfully as well as cheerfully; prayer should 
follow them that God's word, which may by our 
instrumentality be circulated, may be blessed to 
the salvation of many precious souls ; that His 
promise may be abundantly realized, that ' as the 
rain cometh down and the snow from heaven 
and retumeth not thither, but watereth the 
earth and maketh it bring forth and bud, that 
it may give seed to the sower and bread to the 
eater ; so shall my word be that cometh forth 
out of my mouth : it shall not return unto me 
void, but it shall accomplish that which I 
please ; it shall prosper in the thing whereunto 
I sent it.' 

But surely a harvest thanksgiving is calculated 
to suggest deeply solenm reflections to every 
thoughtful mind. How speedily the seasons come 
round ! and how surely does each levolxm^^^'^ 
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bring us so mucli nearer to a harvest of another 
kind— a harvest of souls — even the harvest wluch 
is the end of the world, when the reapers will be 
the angels, and the Son of man shall send them 
forth, and they shall gather out of His kingdom 
all things that offend, and them which do ini- 
quity, and shall cast them into a furnace of fire : 
but the righteous shall shine forth as the sun in 
the kingdom of their Father. 

Beloved brethren, if the holy angels were 
bidden by the Lord of this great harvest to gather 
us in, should we belong to the things which 
offend, or would they carry us away and place our 
souls in safe-keeping amongst those who shall 
shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father, at the end of the world ? Oh, what a 
momentous question this is ! There will be no mis- 
takes made by the angel-reapers — there will not 
be one single thing which ojfends bound up by them 
in the bundle of life ; and there will not, blessed 
be God ! be one righteous soul carried by mistake 
and boimd up in the bundles for burning. There 
will be no condemnation to any soul which was in 
life in Christ Jesus. Nothing shall separate any 
one from the love of Christ — not life, nor death, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers. And 
whosoever did not in life believe in Him shall be 
damned. Brethren, trifle not with your souls; 
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boast not yourselves of to-morrow — but to-day, 
while it is called To-day — now, while it is the ac- 
cepted time — now, while it is the day of salvation, 
flee from the wrath to come. Be ye reconciled to 
God through faith in a crucified Saviour. Ask 
for the gift of God's Spirit to make you meet for 
the inheritance of the saints in light. *Be ye 
therefore ready, for in such an hour as ye think 
not the Son of man cometh.' 

How loudly that warning seems to sound in 
our ears on this harvest thanksgiving-day ! How 
little did we think that the dear brother whose 
remains were during the past week committed to 
the ground, would not be with us to join in our 
thanksgiving-day ! * He had barely completed his 
ingathering of the fruits of the earth which he 
occupied, when the Lord of the harvest gathered 
his soul by a very sudden stroke of illness into 
His gamer. 

Our dear departed brother is the first of our 
resident farmers who has been called away 
during the eleven years and upwards that I 
have had the happiness of being your minister, 
and perhaps we should have considered that he 



* Allusion was here made to the death of Mr. Joseph 
Fry, a most worthy yeoman, belonging to the parish of 
Portishead. 
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was as strong and likely to live to an old age as 
any of his neighbours ; and this seems to make 
the warning the more impressive, — 'Be ye also 
ready, for in such an hour as ye think not the 
Son of man cometh/ And how happy is it to 
feel that we have every reason to hope that our 
dear brother was ready for his unexpected 
summons ! He had always, since I have known 
him, lived the life of an industrious, kind-hearted, 
godly man. His place on Sunday morning in the 
house of God was never vacant, except in cases of 
absolute necessity. He was an attentive and de- 
vout worshipper, and he thoroughly enjoyed the 
preached word. And so, as might be expected, 
he was able to meet his summons calmly and 
composedly. He told me he was not afraid 
to die ; he said that he trusted in his Saviour. 
And therefore, in addition to the thanks you 
are invited to offer up to-day, because the earth 
has brought forth her fruits in due season, I would 
ask you, in spite of the regret you feel in conmion 
with mj'self for the somewhat untimely loss of a 
good friend and neighbour (and an honest, godly, 
kind-hearted man, like our departed friend, is a 
loss, not merely to those who loved him as a hus- 
band and a father, but likewise to the whole parish 
to which he belongs, whatever be the station 
in life he may occupy), I say, I woidd ask you. 
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in spite of your regret, to render hearty thanks to 
Ahnighty God that He has been pleased to gather 
safely in, one more precious immortal soul, who in 
the harvest, which is the end of the world, shall, 
we hope and believe, shine forth as the sun in the 
kingdom of his Father. 



SERMON VIII. 

PREACHED ON THE COMPLETION OF THE ATLANTIC 
TELEGRAPH, AUGUST 1866. 

Heb. Z. 19-22. 

Having therefore, brethren^ boldness to enter into the hdi&ii 
hy the blood of Jestis, by a new and living iffay,vfhifih' 
He hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that istotay, 
His flesh; and having an high priest over the house of 
God; let us draw near with a trice heart in full assur- 
ance of faith. 

The Apostle, in drawing this Epistle to a close, 
seems anxious to impress upon the minds of 
Christians the vastly superior advantages of their 
dispensation over that under which the Jews lived ; 
and in our text he fixes upon the chief of all 
these advantages — free access by the blood of Jesus 
to the Father. 

In Jewish times, none but the high priest 
could venture into the holiest place — the Holy of 
Holies, It was death for any one to think of 
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approaching to the mercy-seat himself: and of 
ftU the sins and presumption which we read of as 
perpetrated by that obstinate and stiff-necked 
people, we never read of this offence. No one, 
however daring, had courage to run the risk of 
oeing visited with instant death, in the attempt to 
get nearer to the Divine Presence. The people 
tad then to be content with charging the high 
priest to prefer their particular requests to the 
Divine ear, and this only once a year. When, there- 
fore, a great want presented itself just after the high 
priest had entered the Holy of Holies, what a long 
time, almost a whole year, must have seemed, to 
have to wait for the opportunity of getting it pre- 
ferred ! And then, after all, the high priest might, 
amid the numberless petitions with which he was 
charged, forget any particular one; and if so, 
there was another year to wait. 

Of course the Jews had at all times the ad- 
vantage and privilege of the daily worship in the 
temple ; but I expect that prayers were known to be 
heard and answered in a very special way from the 
Holy of Holies. I expect that private prayer was 
a thing almost unknown in Jewish times ; and I 
have little doubt, but that all this was with a view 
of causing men not to be satisfied with a dispensation 
which was but a shadow of good things to come, 
and of making them to desire very axda\3Ltl^ tX\a 
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folfilment of the promises. But, blessed be God ! 
very different is our position to that which the 
Jews held with respect to prayer to God. We 
need, truly, no one to convey our requirements 
for us to Him who is able to supply them. By 
the blood of Jesus we may ourselves, each of us, 
approach the Holiest of all ! You and I, my 
brethren, may each of us say with our own lips,— 
* Our Father — give me this blessing — deUver 
me from that temptation — help me out of that 
difficulty — strengthen me under that trial — con- 
tinue to me this or that great comfort — feed nxj^ 
with food convenient for me — for Christ's sake^* 
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tliat the instantaneous communication wliich has 
How been opened between two far-distant countries, 
separated by a wide ocean, is as nothing, after all, 
compared with that instantaneous communication 
of which our text speaks. For what is the dis- 
tance between England and America, compared 
with that between earth and heaven ? What are 
the advantages of instantaneous communication 
between earthly friends when widely separated, 
compared with the advantages from communication 
between man and his Maker? What are the 
talent and energy which have been brought to 
bear in this great worldly imdertaking, compared 
with the condescension and the love by which 
communion between God and man was brought 
about? And here I may remind you, that 
though we are all now filled with amazement 
at this great scientific exploit, a few years will 
pass and we shall look upon the conmnmication 
which the Atlantic telegraph afibrds as a matter 
of course. The mighty difficulties which had to be 
overcome — the war with the winds and the waves 
which the big ship that conveyed these magic 
wires had ta maintain — the vast cost which the 
undertaking involved — will all be forgotten ; and 
while the wires will be diligently plied by thou- 
sands eager to avail themselves of their help, 
these &rat ohataclea will be ahnoat a» evi&i::^\;is^ 
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sight of, by the majority of the people, as the 
wires themselves are in the depths of the ocean. 
But this will not make the undertaking the less 
wonderful ; nor will it make the pains and the 
treasure which have been bestowed upon it the 
less precious. 

It is just so .with the new and living way of 
which our text speaks. We have for 1800 long years 
been in the enjoyment, by means of it, of instan- 
taneous communication between earth and heaven, 
and men are so accustomed to be exhorted i^pray 
without ceasing, that they seem almost to think it 
is a favour shown by them to their God if 
they will take the trouble to pray to Him, instead 
of its being a marvel that they can and may. 
They forget that the privilege of being able to do 
so was purchased for them, not without a stupendous 
undertaking — an undertaking which involved not 
the wisdom of men, for this would have been 
utterly at fault, but the wisdom of the great God, 
the All- wise Himself — an undertaking which in- 
volved not the lavish expenditure of corruptible 
things, such as silver and gold, but the gift of 
that priceless treasure, the blood of the Son of 
God ; an undertaking which had to triumph not 
over winds and waves' and ocean's profoundest 
depths, but over devils in hell — over men's pride 
and lusts — over the deep, deep grave — over the 



THE ATLANTIC TELEGRAPH. 95 

unfethomable depths of the bottomless pit. Man's 
wisdom has abolished the consequences of distance 
between man and his brother ; but man's wisdom 
could never have brought God and man together. 
If it had depended upon the mind of man, that 
blessed passage would never have been in the 
Scriptures — Ye who some time were far off are made 
nigh by the blood of Jesus. We were too far off 
from God for man's wisdom to bring us near. 
England and America may now be said, 
indeed, through man's instrumentality, to meet 
together ; these two lands have, to use a 
scripture figure, been made, through human 
agency, to kiss each other; but for mercy to 
fallen man and truth in God's declaration against 
rin to meet together, for righteousness in God and 
peace towards men to kiss each other : oh, God's 
ivisdom was required for that ! The idea of the 
taking of the manhood into God ; the carrying 
mt of the idea in the fulfilment of the prophecy, — 
' A virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall 
3all his name Immanuel ; ' this would have baffled 
the wisdom of all the wiseheads in all the whole 
w^orld together. And so it is written of this 
)lessed plan of salvation, — ' We speak the wisdom 
)f God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, 
^hich God ordained before the world unto our 
jlory; which none of the princes oi ^Joia* ^^-'Ss^ 
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knew/ But as it is written, — *Eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither hare entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath pre- 
pared for them that Iotc Him.' 

All this is suggested by our text, when we 
read that we have boldness to enter into the 
holiest by the hlood of Jesu9. But, as in the case 
of all earthly things, long use causes us to lose 
sight of their hidden wonders, and of the great 
pains and study, and anxiety and cost, by which 
they were brought into operation ; so, if we are 
not careful, we may likewise lose sight of the 
wonderftd plan by which God and man were 
brought nigh one to another. And though, through 
this want of care, we may look upon it as a common 
thing, and as our right, to tell God what our wants 
are, and to conclude our prayers in the name of 
Jesus Christ ; yet notwithstanding, brethren, it 
is the case, that unless those scenes (the history 
of which we are so familiar with) had occurred at 
Bethlehem and on Calvary, at the tomb of the 
buried Saviour three days hence, and on Mount 
Olivet forty days later, from whence He was taken 
up in a cloud to the right hand of God ; — I say, 
unless this whole plan had been begun, continued, 
and ended, through the power and wisdom and 
the love of God, we never could with boldness 
enter into the holiest — we ne^er could, without 
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bksplieiny, fall down upon our knees, in public, in 
social, or in private worsliip — we never could have 
upon our lips the blessed title ' Father,' as applied 
to God — we never could ask for pardon and for 
heaven in the name of Christ — we never could 
approach in any of these ways to hold communion 
with our God; any more than we could try to 
hold instantaneous intercourse with our friends in 
the other quarter of the globe, had not these wires 
been laid in the ocean's depths with so much 
study, and cpstj and danger, and enterprise. 

I think such details of the carrying out of 
this great earthly scheme, as our minds are now 
ftdl of, ought to suggest to us the necessity of 
keeping in constant recollection the details of the 
carrying out of the Divine project, by which the 
kingdom of heaven was opened to all believers — 
by which God and man were reconciled, and by 
which that intercourse which had in our sinless 
state subsisted between our great Creator and our- 
selves, was, after a spiritual and heavenly manner, 
restored. 

But there are other profitable thoughts sug- 
gested by the comparison between the new way 
of communication between England and America, 
and the new and living way by which we mortals 
have intercourse with the high and holy place in 
which the Father of spirits dwells. 



k 



98 THE ATLANTIC TELEGRAPH. 

First, I would have you notice, that, sooner or 
later, the telegraphic wires may wear and break, 
and thus the communication now established, 
cease ; but this, I need hardly tell you, never will, 
or never can be, the case with the new and hying 
way by which we may approach our God. Of all 
earthly things it is declared, — * They shall perish, 
and they all shall wax old as doth a garment, and 
as a vestui'e shalt thou fold them up, and they 
shall be changed ; * but of the Son of Grod, our new 
and living way, it is declared by the same Divine 
authority, — 'Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast 
laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens 
are the work of thy hands ; thou remainest, 
thou art the same always ; and thy years shall not 
fail.' What our blessed Saviour was the same day 
that He was taken up to the right hand of the 
Father that He is now, and that He will be to the 
end of time — that He will be till the day when 
He returns again with great majesty to judge the 
quick and the dead. Not all the provocations — 
not all the neglect — not all the numberless times 
and ways in which He has been crucified afresh 
by man's blasphemy and ingratitude — have in the 
least altered His feelings towards our race ; and 
every one that approaches the Father in His name, 
geeking pardon and peace and holiness, is quite 
mure to obtain it. He is ' Jesiis Christ, the same 



THE ATLANTIC TELEGRAPH. 99 

yesterday, and to-day, and for ever.' Oh, I repeat, 
'we might perchance hear to-morrow of some un- 
foreseen mischief having occurred to our great 
earthly project ; but we could not hear of anything 
having befallen the new and Kving way, whereby 
we have gained access to the Father ; with Him is 
no variableness and no shadow of turning. 

And then notice further, how possible it 
would be for bad and designing men to make the 
new way of communication between Europe 
and America the means of conveying false in- 
formation, and of circulating reports calculated 
to do all manner of mischief. We have already 
had too many proofs of this in the management of 
other wires of less extent. But this is not so with 
the new and Kving way, by which we may with 
Boldness enter into the holiest, and pour out our 
wants into the ear of God. Jesus ' is not a man 
that He should lie' — He is not only the way of 
communication, but he is likewise the truth, and 
He Himself is the Mediator between God and 
man. He trusts no second person ; He makes use 
of no human agency to bear our messages to His 
Father's ear ; He communicates them Himself, 
and His own intercessions are added to ours to 
cause that all things should work together for our 
good ; and when we, through Jesus, send a message 
to our heavenly Father, asking ioT ^^\» ^\clOcl^^^ 
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granted, would do us harm, then His intercession 
is employed m getting our request refused. 

And then, again, I would ask you to notice, 
that great as the advantages and comfort must 
prove of the instantaneous communication between 
England and America, yet after all it will be but a 
poor substitute for seeing and enjoying the society 
of those we love ; and if we were to know that the 
ocean was always to separate us, the possibiKty of 
speedily communicating one with another would 
not prevent sorrow filling our hearts at the pro- 
spect of never seeing each other again face to face. 

And so though prayer in Christ's name 
brings us into direct and immediate communion 
with our God, it is not to be a substitute for 
seeing Him ; but we have the bliss of knowing, 
that by-and-by the dispensation of prayer 
will be for ever over ; by-and-by no wants 
will any longer press upon us — there will be 
no tears to be wiped away — there will be no 
sin for which pardon must be sought. But where 
shall we be then? Not separated from Him 
whom we love, because He first loved us — not 
parted from Him, as we now are, by the great 
gulf which lies between mortality and immortality, 
betwixt time and eternity; but we shall be for 
ever with the Lord — for ever in the height of 
felicity — for 'in His presence is fulness of joy; 
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at His right hand are pleasures for evermore/ 
Surely half the delight of prayer consists in the 
prospect of being able hereafter to thank Him 
"who ever proves Himself far more ready to hear 
than we to pray, and wont to give more than we 
can either ask or think. 

Oh, the wonderful telegraph, about which I 
have been speaking to you this evening, does but 
connect two great countries of the world ; but the 
new and Kving way, by which in spirit we may 
enter into the holiest of all, connects at one and 
the same time all the kingdoms of the world with 
heaven. 

Find me the spot in Europe, in Asia, in 
Africa, or in America, where a prayer offered in 
Jesus' name shall not flow into the ear of God 
direct, and yours will be a more surprising dis- 
covery than any which has yet been made in the 
natural world. 

And now let me in conclusion beg you all to 
make vse of the new and living way by which, 
with boldness, you may enter into the holiest of 
aU. 

We are well aware to what perpetual use the 
new ocean telegraph will be turned ; shall then 
the messages be more frequent between men and 
men, than between men and their good God? 
When a few years are gone, it willb^ ^JI tl;i^ ^^asc^ 
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to U8 whetlier we communicated this or that piece 
of intelligence to our distant Mends or not ; but 
it will make all the difference to all eternity 
whether, in this our day of grace, we made ap- 
plication for our spiritual necessities. 'Having 
therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the 
holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living 
way which He hath consecrated for us througl 
the veil, that is to say, His flesh ; and having an 
high-priest over the house of God, let us draw near 
Hjth a true heart, in fuU assurance of faith/ 



SERMON IX. 

EccLES. viii. 8. 

^here is no man that hath power over the spirit to retain the 
spirit ; neither hath he power in the day of death: and 
there is no discharge in that war, 

The wise man here describes the process of the 
dissolution of the body and the spirit of man 
Under a very forcible metaphor, that of a war, 
* There is no discharge/ he says, ' in that war/ 
The spirit once united to the body shrinks from 
Severance : in some such way as we shrink from 
Seeing a residence in which we have lived for 
ttiany a happy year given up to devastation and 
ruin, so the spirit shrinks from seeing the house 
of clay, which it has inhabited ever since it has 
been a living soul, given up as a prey to corruption. 
But the connexion between the spirit and its house 
of clay is very much more intimate than the con- 
nexion between ourselves and our dwellings. 
JE, g,, if our house is destroyed 'w^ e,«SL XsvxiA. ^s^ 



104 THE SEPARATION OF 

another ; but once the earthly tabernacle is de- 
stroyed, and the spirit of man is unhoused^ it has 
to enter upon an untried, though not to say un- 
known existence, and the never-dying soul of man 
views with solemn awe and dread the entering 
upon a new state. And then, again, we cannot 
hesitate to say, that so far as the body is concerned, 
the dissolution of soul and spirit is a most revolting 
and distressing event. That the body should be 
obliged to be put out of the sight of the nearest 
and dearest of our friends — that a few short hours 
should make such a change in us that that body, 
which used to be so fondly loved and so comely, 
could not be tolerated in their presence ; there is 
something in this dreadfully repulsive to the spirit 
of man, and it shrinks from the event, and it 
struggles to put it off to the most distant possible 
period. When any symptom of corruption shows 
itself in the shape of any sickness or disease, all 
that skill and science can do to correct this 
symptom, and to bring back the house of clay to 
health again, is adopted. Friends are anxious to 
know how the treatment is succeeding ; anything 
which they can do in their power to help, they 
most gladly do. Hence I think I have shown to 
you how very forcible and appropriate this meta- 
phor of a war is to describe the struggle for the 
Jife of the body which the apmt ot TCia.TL laaintains. 
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But between whom, we may next inquire, is tliis 
'^ar waged ? It is not between the body and the 
pint. The body has no power of thought or in- 
lination whatsoever. The body is, by itself, as 
^animate as any other mass of matter. It is not 
he body which shrinks from dissolution ; it is the 
pint which shrinks from it, and which struggles 
3r the life of the body. Between whom, then, we 
lay inquire again, is the stniggle against death 
rskgei? Between the spirit and that firm and 
Preversible decree (which is stamped on every 
lass of matter which is the abode of every living 
3ul, whether that soul be immortal like that of 
lan, or whether the existence of that soul ends 
rith the existence of the body, as in the case of 
easts), that firm and irreversible decree, — * Dust 
dou art, and unto dust thou shalt return.' This 
ecree, so repugnant to the spirit of man, was, I 
eed hardly remind you, the consequence of man's 
dl. Had that mournful event not happened, had 
lan retained his obedience to his Maker, his body 
'ould never have been subject to death ; but God 
lust be true, and man was forewarned, ' Of every 
ree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: but 
f the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou 
lalt not eat of it : for in the day that thou eatest 
lereof thou shalt stireli/ die :' i. e. thy body shall 
ie. And man did eat of the fruit o^ tl;\a.t Iy^^ \ 
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and from that lionr that feital decree of the Al- 
mighty Oreator came into operation, and from 
that hour that war commenced to which our text 
refers. And the object of this war may, I think, 
be briefly and safely described as the struggle of 
the soul not to resist the decree — for that would 
be utterly useless, and most prestunptuous — ^butto 
put off its execution to the furthest possible limit 
And here I think it is proper and necessary for 
me to add, that there is nothing wrong in tbe 
carrying on of this struggle in this manner. Our 
Almighty Maker, by whose decree we were made 
mortal, requires that we should, by eyery means in 
our power, prolong the existence of our bodies. He 
has given us work to do, for which the longeet 
life is short. He rewards and He blesses our 
efforts for life. By taking proper care of our 
bodies, by avoiding needless dangers, by eschewing 
vices and excesses of all sorts, by denying our- 
selves unwholesome meats and drinks. He has 
graciously allowed that our bodies should continue 
healthy, and should last for a much longer time 
than they otherwise would ; and He has further 
widowed men with inclination and skill to cure 
diseases. He has made medicines which science 
teaches those men how to use — by means of which 
numbers of lives are prolonged for years longer 
, iban they would be were tho&e xaeaiifi neglected: 
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msequendy, ihis war may be maintained in a 
umble spirit, and with a view to promote the glory 
f 6ody and the good of ourselves and of our 
dlow-creatures. 

And this brings us to notice^ secondly, that 
he spirit, in spite of its struggle, is sure at last 
be vanquished. * There is no discharge in that 
^.' * There is no man who hath power over the 
pirit to retain the spirit ; neither hath he power 
a the day of death.' No one can ever say the 
•attle is fought and woiii, and that, consequently, 
liere is no longer the struggle to be maintained. 
loy 'there is no discharge in that war/ It is 
ppointed unto all men once to die, and * what man 
there that liveth and shall not see death ? ' With 
one the struggle lasts longer than others. Some 
)irits are vanquished very young, and the earthly 
)use of their tabernacle is dissolved in infancy ; 
me die in childhood, some in early manhood, 
me in riper years, and some prolong the warfare 
itil fourscore years and upwards : but * there is 
> discharge in that war ;' and the strongest will, 
id the most robust bodily frame, must at last 
ve way — must yield to the decree of Him who, 
lien He says the word 'Return,' is instantly 
»eyed. 

My brethren, it is a solemn thought, when 
ch one of us comes to apply to o\ic oynx va.- 
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dividual cases this emphatic statement of our text, 

* There is no discharge in that war.' When a few 
years are come, if not sooner, our spirits must 
enter into the new and untried state ; our earthly 
tabernacles must be dissolved; and who that realises 
this fact but must straightway ask him or herself 
the question. Where, where, shall my disem- 
bodied spirit be then, when I become another 
practical testimony that the wise man's words 
are really true, — * There is no discharge in that 
war?' Will it be where 'the wicked cease from 
troubling, and where the weary are at rest?' 
Will it be in Paradise, where my Redeemer's 
spirit was during the time between His death 
and resurrection ; or have I cause to fear that 
I should not belong to the blessed dead, but 
should have my portion in that dismal region 

* where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched?' 

My brethren, it is, indeed, the most solemn 
question which an immortal soul, while inhabiting 
a house of clay, can ask itself, — ' Where will my 
disembodied spirit go ? ' But yet it is not a 
question difficult to answer. St. John answers 
this question for us in language which cannot be 
misunderstood. *I heard (he says) a voice 
from heaven saying. Write, Blessed are the 
dead which die in the Lord.' The question 
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tLen resolves itself into this point, — ^When we 
die, shall we die in the Lord ? Shall we belong 
to those who have put confidence in Jesus 
Christ as the atonement for sin, who have 
looked to Him for righteousness, and have de- 
pended on God the Holy Spirit for sancti- 
fication ? Brethren, I think I hear every heart 
among you saying, — * I hope that this will be my 
lot/ Take heed that your hope do not make you 
ashamed. If at present your hearts are not right 
with God, respecting the way of salvation which 
He has provided — if at present you are not faithful 
disciples, both in doctrine and in practice, of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, trust not to hoping that you 
will bey soon enough. 

The war (in which there is no discharge) be- 
tween iiiG spirit and that fatal sentence, 'Thou shalt 
surely die,' is sometimes very abruptly concluded 
by death's victory. And then, 'where the tree 
falleth, there shall it also lie ' for ever. There is 
no repentance in the grave. Oh, give all diligence 
to make sure without delay of your calling and 
election ; and then, whether your time here be long 
or short, whether it be terminated abruptly or by 
a lingering sickness, nothing shall by any means 
hurt you: then 'neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor Ae^jth, 
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nor any other creature, shall be able to separate 
you from the love of God which you shall have in 
Christ Jesus our Lord/ 

And this brings us to a third very important 
and very cheering point in our subject, whicli is, 
that though in the war of which we have beea 
speaking there is no discharge, and though it is 
appointed unto all men once to die, yet there is 
a time coming when death shall be robbed of its 
sting, and the victory obtained for a time by the 
grave, be snatched away. * The hour is coming 
when all that are in the grave shall hear the voice 
of the Son of man, and those that hear shall live/ 
' For as in Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be 
made alive/ 'This corruptible shall put onin- 
corruption, and this mortal shall put on immor- 
taHty ; so when this corruptible shall have put oi 
incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on 
immortality, then shall be brought to pass th< 
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up ii 
victory.* And so after all, my brethren, death' 
victory, though a sure one, is a pacing one. * Th 
hst enemy that shall be destroyed is death :' bu 
even that shall be destroyed ; and as that enem 
is triumphing over our own mortal bodies^ or ovc 
the bodies of those we love, we may still beard hii 
with the triumphant song, — * O death, where : 
thy sting? grave, w^exe AS t\i7^«5iViTY? Thanl 
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be to God, which giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.' Oh, what a blessed mom- 
iiig that will be to those who have died in the* 
Lord, when the grave shall be robbed of its 
spoils, and Jesus Christ shall prove Himself to be 
bhe resurrection and the life. Now the house of 
slay is placed in its long home fiill of disease — 
rfkentimes distorted by pain, and waited with 
pining sickness; but theriy when His word is 
Eittered who once before bid a dead man come 
forth (* and he that was dead came forth, bound 
liand and foot with grave-clothes'), the bodies 
)f the saints shall arise, not in the state in 
rhich they died, but with their life renewed like 
bhe eagle's ; their * vile bodies changed and made 
tike unto their Lord's glorious body, according 
!» the mighty working whereby* He is able to 
nbdue all things to Himself.' Well might the 
Psabnist, taught of the Spirit, contemplate this 
xmsummation of all a Christian's hopes, and sing 
irords which have soothed so many a dying pillow 
once, — 'As for me, I shall behold thy face in 
ighteousness ; and when I wake up in thy like- 
less, I shall be satisfied.' 

But what, my brethren, if in any of our 
lases death should be robbed of its victory 
^y to give Biuy the cause of death, a more 
oiduring victory ? It is painful to have «^«a. 
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for a moment to draw a veil over the glorious 
picture which I have presented to you out of 
God's word of the resurrection of the blessed 
dead ; but I must, in order not to keep back any 
of the counsel of God, remind you solemnly that 
there are two resurrections — the resiirrection to 
life, and the resurrection to damnation. For all 
that are in the graves, those who die in the Lord 
and those who do not, shall arise ; all the deadj 
small and great, shall stand before God ; the sea 
shall give up the dead which are in it, and death 
and the grave shall deliver up the dead which 
are in them; and the books of God's remembrance 
shall be opened, and the book of life shall he 
opeued, and the dead shall be judged out of those 
things which are written in the books according 
to their works, and whosoever is not found written 
in the book of life shall be cast into the lake of 
fire. 

Let me, then, repeat the exhortation which 
I have already in another part of our subject en- 
deavoured to impress upon you, — ' Give all dili- 
gence to make your calling and election sure/ 
* Flee from the wrath to come.' ' Seek ye the 
Lord while He may be found, call ye upon Him 
while He is near : let the wicked forsake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and 
let him return unto the Lord, and He will have 
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mercy upon him ; and to our God, for He will 
abundantly pardon/ Oh, who that believes God's 
word, which assures us of a resurrection to, life 
and a resurrection to damnation, but must resolve, 
with the help of God's Spirit, at the expense of 
sin^ pleasures and carnal gratifications, to fight 
the good fight of feith, and to lay hold upon 
eternal life ? ^ For what shall it profit a man, if 
he shall gain the whole world and lose his own 
soul P and what shall a man give in exchange for 
his soul P' 

And now I need scarcely tell you, in conclusion, 
that this solemn subject of the war in which there 
is no discharge has been suggested to my mijid by 
the very frequent proofs we have recently as a 
parish had, that such is indeed the case, during 
the last few weeks. 

Death has been unusually busy with us of late ; 
and though, thank God, it has arisen from no 
special visitation of sickness — for I suppose, so far 
as the community at large is concerned, a more 
healthful season could not be — yet these oft-repeated 
proofs that in that war there is no discharge have 
caused, I know, and are still causing, many tears 
to flow, and have left many a vacant chair, which 
it is very difficult to fill. It is the lot of child?en, 
in the ordinary course of nature, to consign the 
remains o£ their parents to their last reat\3i%- 
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place ; but there are few bereavements which we 
feel more sharply than the loss of those to whom 
we owe our being; to whom, from our earliest 
years, we have always looked up ; in whom we 
have always been able to confide; to whom we 
have always been accustomed to resort imder all 
difficulties for counsel and advice. When, then, 
such losses as these overtake us, as they have some 
of you during the past week, these are times when 
true Religion must exercise her influence; these 
are times when those who love God must be able 
to say, in a way which others cannot, — 'Our 
Father, thy will be done ! ' These are times when 
our confidence in God must show itself, leading us 
to cry out with the Psalmist in the midst of our 
tears, — ' When my father and my mother forsake 
me, then the Lord wiU take me up.' These are 
times when a comfortable assurance (such as I 
trust, dear brethren, all bereaved ones amongst 
you have now the blessedness to feel), when a com- 
fortable assurance that to die is gain to a believer 
must cause us to sorrow, not as those which have 
no hope, but to weep as though we wept not, re^ 
membering that the time is short — that the hour 
is come, is fast approaching, as we have reason 
now to believe, when the saying that is written 
shall be brought to pass, — * Death is swallowed 
up in victory/ These are times when, our spirits 
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stened by affliction and brought into closer 
bact with eternal realities, and led to see in tbe 
58 of those we loVe that there really is no dis- 
"ge in that war, we shoidd devote ourselves, our 
ies, our souls and our spirits, afresh to the 
rice of our Bedeemer. These are times when 
should make up our minds that we will work 
le it is day, and that whatsoever our hand 
leth to do, we will do it with our might ; * for 
re is no work, nor device, nor wisdom, in the 
ve, whither we go.' 



SERMON X. 

Mabk, X. 35-37. 

And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come unto Eim 
saying f Master, we would that thou shovldest do for v^ 
whatsoever we shall desire. And He said unto them. 
What woM ye that I should do for you f They said 
unto Him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thj 
right hand, and the 'other on thy left hand, in thy glory. 

I DARE say the first impressions on our minds, 
after reading this incident respecting the sons of 
Zebedee, is to feel as much displeased with them as 
we are told the other of the ten apostles were, and 
to condemn them as strongly as they did. We 
are tempted to regard them in the light of selfish 
and ambitious men, not caring who got disap- 
pointed so long as their own hopes and wishes 
were gratified. I think, however, we shall find, 
after entering a little carefully into their conduct, 
that though there was undoubtedly very much 
indeed to blame in it, it was not altogether with- 
out redeeming points •, and 1 tlaiok likewise, my 
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'brethren^ that the subject is calculated^ with the 
Holy Spirit's blessing, to afford ourselves much 
practical instruction. I pray that we may find this 
to be the case. There was this much to blame in 
these men for making the request which they did, 
tiz. that they might sit the one on the Saviour's 
right hand and the other on His left, that it was 
a very selfish, and a very bold, and a very proud 
request for them to make. 

One would have thought, that before venturing 
to prefer such a petition they would carefully have 
weighed in their minds, whether they were likely 
to be the most suitable and the most deserving 
persons for such a distinction. It was a strange 
thought, indeed, to have entered into their hearts 
at all, and we might have expected that it would 
speedily have been driven out by the recollection 
of the great numbers of saints of God that were 
more eminent for piety than they, at least in their 
present state — for as yet they were but youths — 
who might all well claim it before them. "Were 
all the Old Testament saints to occupy lower 
places in the heavenly kingdom than these two 
young men ? Were Enoch and Elijah, who were 
translated that they should not see death, to be 
below them ? Was Abraham, the friend of God, 
to give place to them ? Was this to be the case 
likewise with David, the man aitet Qi^^^ k^^tcl 
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heart, and the sweet psalmist of Israel? with 
Daniel, the greatly beloved Prophet of the Lord? 
with Moses, with whom the Lord talked as a man 
talketh with his friend ? And did these two sons 
of Zebedee think, that among the tens of thou- 
sands of saints of the future Chiirch there 
should not even two be found to rival them in 
spiritual knowledge and attainments ? And were 
they altogether sure that they would even 
surpass all their ten companions, chosen at 
the same time with themselves by their common 
Lord and Master, in holiness, zeal, and de- 
votion ? 

My brethren, the more we think of it, the 
more unreasonable and surprising does this request 
of the sons of Zebedee appear; its selfishness 
amazes us, its pride shocks us, and its boldness 
astonishes us ! Does it not at the outset teach ns 
a deeply solemn lesson of the danger of spiritual 
pride? Does it not show us that there are no 
bounds to the evil of this root of bitterness when 
it springs up in any heart ? And when we think 
of the selfishness and boldness into which it be- 
trayed these two chosen Apostles of oiir Lord, 
do not the apostolic cautions seem to come home 
to every one of us with peculiar force and appro- 
priateness? — 'Be not ye highminded, but fear;' 
^and in lowliness of mmA. \e;\i ^3k.e\i ^^\.^eG3L QtW 
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ietter tlian himself.' * God resistetli the proud, 
tut giveth grace to the humble.' 

But though there was this much for us to con- 
demn in this their conduct, we must pass on to 
observe further that it had, nevertheless, a bright 
as well as a dark side. We view it in this light 
when we consider that it showed that their chief 
concern and interest was their souls' happiness. 
They felt to care for nothing in comparison of 
this. Their present feeling was, that they were 
content to submit to any present sufferings which 
man could inflict upon them; to drink even of 
their Master's bitter cup, and to be baptized even 
with His baptism ; if by those means they might 
advance the welfare of their never-dying souls. 

My brethren, should not we in this respect do 
well to imitate these yoimg men ? should not our 
hearts be set with something of the same earnest- 
ness upon things above ? But, alas, how different 
is it with too many of us ! How many have so 
little real love for heavenly things, that their 
only care is — and this scarcely deserves the name 
of care — to escape the wrath to come! How 
many there are, we fear, who, if there were but 
no hell, would be well content that there should 
be no heaven.; and who would jump at a pro- 
position, could it but be made to them, that earth 
with all its imperfections, ita Tam%\fi^ Y^^^. '^xs^ 
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sorrows, its pleasures and anxieties, its gratifi- 
cations and disappointments, should be their ever- 
lasting home ! I 

Oh, dp not you think that this indifference 
about heavenly things — this carelessness about 
obtaining those good things which God hath 
prepared for those who love Him — must be 
more displeasing than this great anxiety of 
the sons of Zebedee about these things, even 
when we take into account the selfishness, and 
pride, and boldness, which accompanied it ? 

And then, again, this request of theirs dis- 
played likewise, I think, strong faith. It showed 
that they firmly believed that their Master, in 
spite of His lowly condition — in spite of His look- 
ing very man, was, indeed, very God — King of 
kings and Lord of lords ! It showed that they 
firmly believed, that as He had now visited the 
world in great humility, so He would surely come 
again with great majesty — in His own glory and 
in His Father's, and all His holy angels with 
Him. 

My brethren, we all want more of this 
same positive assurance that our risen and as- 
cended Lord will one day come to be glorified in 
His saints, and to be admired of all them which 
believe ; and if we had it, we should oftener be 
in the position of Bexvanta 'wVio ^^a^ fee their 
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's coming, that when he knocketh they might 

L unto him immediately. 

Saving thus seen what there was to blame 

what to commend in these two sons of 
jdee, we may proceed to gather, secondly, 
5 direct practical instruction for our own souls 
L this incident in their life, 
ind may we not first learn to be on our guard 
nst selfish prayers '^ We see how unbecoming 

prayers appeared in the mouths of these two 
sL ; we '^t guard against thexu in our- 

5S. 

lave not some of your prayers, with re- 

ice to earthly matters, sometimes been self- 

' Have none of you, e. g., ever prayed for 

weather to suit your own projects, when you 

V your country was absolutely requiring 

', and when you knew that every pearly 

as it fell would be food to the hungry, 

provision for months to come for the 

? 

)r, again, have none of you ever prayed 
estly, either for yourselves or for those in 
m you are interested, that you, or they, might 
iccessful in obtaining some earthly appoint- 
t — forgetting, or not caring to take into your 
unt, how many others there might be, and 
ably were, asking for the ae\i-«>«>sx^^ '^'srj&sv^^ 
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and who required it very much more than your- 
selves P 

Such prayers as these are selfish — quite as 
selfish in their way as that of the sons of Ze- 
bedee ; and our subject, if it teaches us any- 
thing, should certainly teach us this, not to offer 
up at the throne of grace such prayers as these. 
And, verily, if not a sparrow falls to the ground 
without our heavenly Father's knowledge, if the 
hairs of our head are all numbered, we may, what- 
ever our condition may be, safely leave such matters 
in our heavenly Father's hands, content that He 
careth for us, and will supply all our need, and will 
not withhold from any of us that love Him, any- 
thing that is really good. And if we will persist 
in being solicitous at the throne of grace about tliis 
or that earthly appointment, whether it be in 
some of our cases a humble domestic situation, or 
in others a position of influence and of wealth, 
must we not look for the same answer from the 
great Mediator, in whose name we offer up our 
selfish prayers ? The same answer as He gave to 
these two men, the sons of Zebedee, — To grant you 
this or that is not mine to give, but it shall be given 
to them for whom it is prepared of my Father ? 

And then, further, we learn from this passage, 
that there are degrees of honour and of happiness 
in the heavenly kingdoTo., 
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You Will notice the Lord did not contradict 
the notion of there being this distinction, which 
these two young men so much coveted. He 
did not say that in heaven all were equal, and 
that we should be just as honourable and happy 
in one place as another, so long as we were 
but there ; but, admitting at once that there was 
this distinction. He went on to state that there 
were certain persons for whom it was prepared of 
His Father. Now this doctrine of degrees of 
happiness and honour in the heavenly kingdom is 
very freely taught in the Gospel. Thus our 
Saviour speaks in another place of the last being 
first, and the first last. And in the parable of 
the nobleman and his servants He teaches us 
again, that these honours and rewards will be dis- 
tributed according to the use made of the respon- 
sibilities entrusted to us here. He there tells us 
that a certain nobleman having called his ten 
servants before he left home, gave them each a 
pound, saying to them, ' Occupy till I come.' 
And when he returned he called these his servants 
together, and rewarded them just in proportion to 
the use they had made of the money entrusted to 
them. The first came, saying, ' Lord, thy pound 
hath gained ten pounds. And he said unto him, 
Well, thou good servant, because thou hast been 
faithful in a very little, have t\iou «:v3L>iXiQrt\\7j ks^^x 
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ten cities. And tlie second camey saying, Lord, 
tliy pound hath gained five pounds. And he said 
likewise to him, Be thou also over five cities.' 

But if this truth of there being degrees of 
honour and happiness in heaven is taught us thus 
plainly in various places of Holy Scripture, we 
leam no less forcibly from our text, that it is not 
for us to set our minds upon this or that place of 
honour — that we are not to wish to be above tliis 
or that friend — that our aim in life must not be 
for such an end as this — but that we may be well 
content with knowing that we shall each be in the 
place prepared for us by our God and Saviour. 
The business of our lives must be, with the Holy 
Spirit's aid and guidance, to please God to the 
utmost of our power, by treading closely in the 
footsteps of our great Example, and by fulfilling 
to the utmost of our ability, as -unto God and not 
unto man, any and every trust which may have 
been given us. And thus having put our talents 
to the best usury — not with any view of advancing 
our own eternal interests at the expense of that of 
others, but with the sincere and pure desire of 
pleasing our gracious God, and of thus making 
sure of our calling and election — we may safely 
leave ourselves for eternity in His hand who is no 
respecter of persons, and of whom the Apostle 
Peter declares, *He that feaxetti Goi ^T\d worketh 
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lighteousness is accepted of Him.' And surely, 
this thought of there being this just distri- 
bution of eternal rewards may well keep all of us 
humble in, as well as make us all contented with, 
our lot in life, whatever it may be. Are we 
great, and influential, and affluent ? This need not 
cause us to look down upon those of our fellow- 
men who are less favoured in these respects than 
ourselves. A few years may show us, that a 
higher place is reserved for them of our Father in 
heaven than for us. Or are we poor and needy P 
Having food and raiment we may be content. Yet 
a little while, and if we are but God's own people, 
we shall receive a blessed summons, ' Friend, come 
up higher.' Oh, brethren, the blessed Redeemer's 
almost parting words to His Apostles are in 
themselves quite enough, we think, to make every 
child of God nm on steadily in the race set before 
him, free from all such ambition as that of the 
sons of Zebedee, ' In my Father's house are 
many mansions : if it were not so, I would have 
told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And 
if I go to prepare a place for you, I will come 
again, and receive you unto myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also.' 

And now, after what has been said, two ne- 
oessary cautions suggest themselves. The first is, 
that we should each of us be quite sure that "^o^ 
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have a title to heaveiL What, my brethren, if 
some of us, if not thinking perhaps exactly of the 
Saviour's right hand and left hand, should yet in 
a self-righteous, self-satisfied spirit, be flattering 
ourselves that we shall surely occupy high plam ? 
What if, like the proud Pharisee, such of us 
should point to friends and acquaintances, and 
thank God that in this respect we are different to 
them ? and what if, after all these high notions, 
the Heart Searcher should give one of His pene- 
trating glances into our reins and say to us, * I 
tell you, I know you not/ Oh, may God save ns 
all from such confusion! 

He who cannot lie has told us two solemn 
truths, very appropriate for us all to remember 
while on this subject. The first is, ' He tliat 
exalteth himself shall be abased, and he that 
humbleth himself shall be exalted.* The se- 
cond is, 'That which is highly esteemed among 
men may be abomination in the sight of God/ 
Let then each of us, as before God this day, 
apply these tests to our own hearts and con- 
sciences, and let us give no rest to our eyes nor 
slimiber to our eyelids until we have really as- 
certained the true position in which we each of 
us individually stand to our God. Let ns 
remember that it is not the power of talking 
largely and loudly about spiritual things, or of 
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istonishing our neighbours by wonderftil accounts 
)f our religious experience, whicli will qualify us 
or admission into God's kingdom, mucli less for 
\igh places tberein; but it is tbe being really in 
lie sigbt of God new creatures in Christ Jesus. 
Chis, and this alone, is the spot of God's children, 
rhis, and this alone, is to have our Father's 
lame written in our foreheads. Brethren, 
)elieve me, the whole tenor of Holy Scripture 
eadfl us to this conclusion, that he pleases God 
he most who in his vocation, whatever it may 
)e, is most closely conformed in his inner man 
—which none but God can see — to the image of 
lis dear Son, and who is enabled by the in- 
Iwelling of the Holy Ghost most completely 
» adorn in all things the doctrine of his God 
tnd Saviour. 

And then, finally, I would say to you, that 
hough our subject has led us to speak of heavenly 
ewards, we must ever remember that, so far as 
ibsolute merit goes, we have none. There is no 
nan living justified in the sight of a holy God. 
rhere is this stigma resting on the whole race of 
alien Adam, that ' all have sinned and come short 
>f the glory of God.' But though this be so, 
he imperfect services of fallen men are acceptable 
ind accepted for the perfect righteousness of Him 
—the Crucified Redeemer — who 'was made sin 
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for US, that we might be made the righteousness 
of God in Him/ 

Hence let ns ever bear earefiiUy in mind, 
that we shall be eternally indebted to the Sa- 
viour, and to the Saviour alone, for any of those 
rewards of our imperfect services we may meet 
with from the hands of our heavenly Father, re- 
conciled to us for His sake. Let us ever, I say, 
bear in mind, that it is because we are 'justified 
freely by His grace, through the redemption 
which is in Christ Jesus,' that our best attempts at 
pleasing God are not turned into sin. And wliile 
in this our earthly tabernacle we sing each day 
more heartily and gratefully the Psalmist's sweet 
song, 'Not unto us, Lord, not unto us, but 
imto thy Name be the glory;' let us look 
forward with increasing exultation to that glorious 
. day, when an entrance having been administered 
to us abundantly into the everlasting kingdom d 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, we shall de- 
light to cast our crowns of glory before His throne, 
saying, * "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain 
to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.' 



SERMON XL 



Psalm ciii. 12. 



as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed 
our transgressions from, us, 

c forcible language tliis is ! and the reason 
^salmist here employed it appears to be, 
3e he felt, under the teaching of the Holy 
, that no less extravagant form of speech 

convey to our minds anything like a just 
ption of what he intended to express. He 
sd to show us, my brethren, that when God 
"^es a sinner. He does it completely ; that He 
upon him afterwards just as if he had never 
in offender at all ; that He removes his sins 

from him that they are altogether out of the 
e mind and sight. Just as it is impossible 
DQ.an, when situated at the extreme western 
of the universe, to see what is going on. at 
itreme east; so, saith. t\ie'P^^i!tov^\,/'\a» V^xss^- 
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possible for the Lord, in any way whatever, to 
regard the sins of the pardoned transgressor. 

And you will observe, that he makes use of an 
illustration which every one can easily under- 
stand, and the truth of which no one can for an 
instant doubt, in order that the lesson which lie 
gathers from it may be admitted with similar 
readiness and like freedom from all gainsaying. 
Nor will it fail to have occurred to some of you, 
who are well acquainted with your Bible, that 
Almighty God, speaking by the mouth of His 
prophets, uses on more than one occasion equally 
forcible metaphors to express the same blessed 
truth. Thus, in Mic. vii. 19, He says of His people, 
that He will ' cast all their sins into the depths 
of the sea' — the unfathomable depths of the sea. 
And again, Hezekiah, speaking the language of 
every forgiven sinner, declared that God had cast 
all his sins behind His back, so that they could not 
possibly be seen. And once more Almighty God 
declares, in Isa. i. 18, that ' though our sins be as 
scarlet ' — the most glaring colour in the world— 
' they shall be ' (provided He forgives them) ' as 
white as snow' — the whitest thing in the world; 
' though they be red like crimson, they shall be 
as wool.' So that you see the Lord seems de- 
termined to make us sensible, that when He 
forgives us He does it telo^X. e,oT£>^<5i\,^ ^iid en- 
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tirely ; and to convince us of this He has made 
Mse, by Himself and by His servants, of four of 
the strongest figures possible by which to explain 
that it really is so. 

Surely, after He has been at such pains to 
convey this truth to us, it must be very important 
that we should be well acquainted with it ; there 
must be very much comfort to be derived by His 
children out of it, or He would not have used such 
impressive language in order to direct their at- 
tention to it. 

Let me then endeavour, in the first place, to 
point out to you the extreme blessedness of this 
complete forgiveness which God grants to those 
whom He pardons. 

First of all, it imparts to us what St. John 
calls ' confidence towards God.' It enables us to 
feel, that if we are of the happy number of those 
whose transgressions are. removed from them, we 
need not fear that we are still looked upon with 
suspicion by Him against whom we ofiended — we 
need not be afraid, that when we ofier up our 
prayers that our sincerity is doubted — we need not 
be in dismay lest our present conduct or our future 
intentions should be distrusted ; but we may be 
certain that the past is all as a thing of nought — 
that it has nothing whatever to do with God's 
present feelings towards us — t\ia.\) ^V^W^^'^ ^s^sa;?^ 
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haye hitlierto been the nature of onr transgressions, 
nothing in the least to our disadvantage adheres 
to us on account of them in His mind with whom 
we have to do. 

And then, fiirther, not only does it give us 
confidence towards Him in this life, but more par- 
ticularly is it so, I think, in looking forward to 
the life which is to come, ' when we shall see Him 
as He is/ 

To feel that then, when we are in His presence, 
we shall not be regarded by Him as forgiven 
sinners, but that He will look upon us with all the 
favour and all the confidence which He could have 
done had we never grieved Him at all — to fed 
persuaded that there cannot possibly be any dis- 
like on His part towards us on account of the 
heinousness of our past sins ; oh, what a blessing 
this is and will be ! If, for instance, some of ns 
have been in our past lives tempted to deny our 
Saviour, rather than take up our cross for His 
sake; and if, through grace, this sin has been 
forgiven us, and we may therefore, being recon- 
ciled to God, hope, in spite of our wickedness, to be 
of the number of those who are redeemed by the 
precious blood of His dear Son, and sanctified by 
His Holy Spirit ; how would it distress us here- 
after if we could give credit to the thought, that 
jQo^withstanding aU o\ir \>W^^^ ^^^i\aW% ^eat 
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dndness towards us, He could not lielp remem- 
bering that once upon a time in our earthly pil- 
grimage we had denied — as St. Peter did — that 
re knew Him! I say, such a thought as this 
rould rob heaven of all the chief of its bliss ; for 
re could not feel that He recollected our past base- 
less without likewise feeling that He must look 
[own upon us, though not with anger, at the least 
rith pity, almost shame, on account of it. I am 
ure the more you consider the thorough forget- 
ulness of past sins on the part of God, as well 
a His forgiveness of them, which our text sets 
orth in such strong language, the more reason 
'ou will have to rejoice in it. 

And to lead you to enter more cordially still 
ato this blessed truth, I would ask you just to 
ontemplate how one man feels towards another 
rho has forgiven him, or who has been forgiven 
y him any fault. If you yourselves have for- 
^ven another a trespass, I do not suppose it is 
lossible quite to feel towards him as though that 
respass had not been committed : you may act 
owards him just as if such were the case ; you 
aay love him as much — you are bound to do this ; 
►ut do what you may, you cannot help it now and 
hen darting across your mind, that once upon a 
ime he behaved so and so .towards you — do what 
ou may, you cannot help it now and than, qo 
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curring to you, that it is possible tliat such may 
be the case again ; and, as often as ever such a 
thought as this comes across you, you cannot help 
wishing that the offence had not been committed ; 
you cannot help feeling that, somehow or other, 
there would then be more complete enjoyment in 
your friendship. Nor can he whc«n you have for- 
given help knowing that you must always feel 
thus with respect to him. But this is not perfect 
happiness, and if the bliss of heaven were of this 
description it would not be fulness of joy. 

If there were the slightest doubt in the mind of 
the child of God, as to the feelings of his heavenly 
Father towards him, and if that heavenly Father 
had not the most perfect and entire confidence in 
every child of His, then pain, even in heaven, 
would be mingled with joy ; all tears would not 
be wiped away from all faces ; there would still be 
fear and doubt, and, therefore, no perfect love: 
*for perfect love casteth out fear, because fear 
hath torment.' 

See then how very much depends upon the 
truth of the declaration of our text ; all our 
comfort on earth, all the chief excellence of our 
joy in heaven. Meditate then, again, I pray 
you, in. your private moments, in the communing 
of your hearts with God, when your heads rest 
upon your pillows — mftdltat^ u^ou the blessed 



THE FORGIVENESS OF SIN. 135 

nitli whicli God has declared for the special 
omfort of all His redeemed children, that ' as 
ar as the east is from the west, so far hath He 
emoved our transgressions from us.' 

And now, secondly, I have to ask your 
ttention to two or three practical considerations 
rhich arise out of the subject. 

The first is, the source whence this complete 
brgiveness may be obtained; for can any one 
tear of it without lifting up his heart in prayer 
o be made a partaker of it ? The only source is 
he blood of Christ. ' Him hath God set forth to 
>e a propitiation for the remission of sins that are 
>ast through faith in His blood.' 

That is the only fountain opened for sin and 
or uncleanness — for the blood of Jesus Christ 
leanseth from all sin. There is one remedy for 
rhat we should call the smallest sin, and the same 
or sins of the deepest dye. 

And this leads us to the further thought, that 
lur text includes all manner of sin and wickedness. 
:t speaks of all transgressions for which pardon 
an be needed ; ' all maimer of sin and wickedness 
hall be forgiven unto man.' And remember, 
hat as complete forgiveness is required for one 
in as another, God hates every sin — and all un- 
ighteousness is sin : if Hfe did not remove our 
ittle as well as our great transgressions from 
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US, *as far as the east is from the west/ He 
could not tolerate us in His sight. He cannot 
look on iniquity of any sort. 

And here let me further remind you, thai to 
treat sinners in this way requires an exercise of 
His Divine power. As we have before noticed, 
though men can and must forgive one another 
their trespasses, and must act in all respects as if 
they thoroughly forgot them, yet, for aU that, 
they cannot absolutely altogether forget them; 
they are endowed with a memory which will re- 
member one thing as well as another, faults as 
well as virtues : but God has power to remember 
what He pleases, and to forget what He pleases. 
' He that made the ear, shall He not hear what 
He pleases ? He that made the eye, shall He not 
see what He pleases ?' and He that hath made the 
memory, shall He not remember or forget what 
He chooses? And how good this is of Him to 
exert His sovereign will in this manner, in order 
to promote the perfect happiness of His creatures ! 
and how good it is of Him to have taken such 
pains to assure us of this His kindness towards us 
— to tell us that He removes our sins from us as 
far as the east is from the west ; and to set forth 
the same truth in equally strong language in 
other places, so that thfere cannot possibly be any 
mistake on the matter ! 
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And is it not the least return we can make to 
im, to take Him at His word and to believe tliat 
is so P Should it not give us confidence, every 
tne we approach the throne of grace, confessing 
ith humble and unfeigned sorrow those fresh 
OB, into which we have been betrayed through 
lat carnal law in our members which wars against 
le law of our mind? and every time we hear 
om the mouth of God's ministers that ' He par- 
meth and absolveth all them that truly repent 
id unfeignedly believe His holy gospel,' should 
)t our hearts bum within us when we think of 
le fulness and imqualified nature of the pardon 
]e bestows? and should not we feel each time 
mstrained by warmer love to that Saviour by 
hose precious blood this pardon is secured — con- 
rained to live not unto ourselves but unto Him — 
mstrained not to presume upon the kindness of 
ir forgiving God— but to strive in every way 
> please Him, and to run cheerftilly and joyfully 
L the way of all His commandments ? 

And yet it is to be feared that all God's 
lildren do not derive all this comfort and peace 
ad joy from the truth which our text sets forth. 
Hiat is it which will keep so many this morning 
•om fulfilling the last command of all, given to 
lem by their dying Lord — to take bread and 
) drink wine in remembrance of His lioA^^^laMAs. 
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was broken for them, and of His blood, whicli was 
sbed for them ; and in this manner to show fortt 
His death till He come again ? 

What is it, I ask, which will keep them from 
obeying this command? Not that they do not 
believe with all their heart and mind, and soul 
and strength, in the efficacy of their Saviour^s 
blood — not that they do not deeply feel their own 
sinfulness and their own individual need of a 
Saviour — not that they have not morning and 
evening, and at noon too, besought in their Saviour's 
name, and for His sake, forgiveness — but because 
they feel that they have been such great sinners 
that they cannot approach the Lord^s table with 
any hope of acceptance. 

But let me put it to such of you whether 
this be dealing fairly or gratefully by the Lord? 
After He has declared to all His children, 
that ' as far as the east is from the west, so far 
hath He removed their transgressions from them;' 
after He has said to them, ' I will cast all youi 
sins into the depth of the sea ; I will put them 
all behind my back ;' after He has expressly de- 
clared, ' though your sins be as scarlet, they shal 
be as white as snow; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool : ' after all this, ] 
ask them whether they are dealing fairly or grate- 
fohy by God, to persist in maintaining that H( 
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still looks upon their past sins — that He still 
bears them in mind — that they must still be 
written in the book of His remembrance — that 
they must still separate between them and Him ? 
Depend upon it, that this distrust of Him by His 
own children grieves Him more than anything 
else. In this way He gets wounds in the houses 
of His friends. 

Let not, then. His assurances of complete for- 
giveness be any longer lost upon you : do not suffer 
them to remain as they have too long, as a dead 
letter ; but act upon them forthwith — this very 
morning. Cast the burden of your sins at the 
foot of the cross, and leave it there — for you 
know you may — and, thus lightened, go on your 
way rejoicing. 



SERMON XII. 

IN BEHALF OF THE NATIONAL SCHOOL. 

Psalm czxvii. 3, 4, 

Loy children and the fruit of the womb are an heritage and 
gift that cometh of the Lord, Like as the arrows in tk 
hand of the giant, even so are the young children. 

There is this peculiarity about all the gifts of 
God, that if used, improved, and turned to the 
purposes for which He bestowed them upon us, 
they invariably prove sources of the greatest 
possible blessing and comfort : if, however, they 
are abused, neglected, or turned to different pur- 
poses to those which He intended, instead of 
blessings, they invariably prove curses ; instead of 
comforts, they turn out pricks in our eyes and 
thorns in our sides. • 

' Children and the fruit of the womb,' are 
pre-eminently one of those gifts of God of which 
this remark holds true*, «ji"i 1 believe one of 
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I 

the most important truths for all parents to 
keep before their minds is, that their chHciren are 
given to them by God ; that as His gift, He looks 
most jealously after the care taken by them of it. 
I think every parent should look upon every child 
of his with confidence, and feel certain, * this child 
is intended by the Giver to be a blessing to me ; 
it rests with myself to make it so. I am sure of 
His help in all my efforts to this end. I must 
use those efforts, not only to secure a blessing, but 
to avoid a curse. I have before mine eyes a 
growing evil or a growing good ; an evil which 
shall be the means of bringing down my grey 
hairs with sorrow to the grave, or a blessing 
which shall be the means of enabling me, when 
my time is come, to close my eyes in my long 
sleep, full of peace, and joy, and hope.' 

But we must further notice, that as our text 
lays down thus clearly the fact of children and 
the fruit of the womb being an heritage and gift 
which Cometh of the Lord, so does it no less clearly 
and forcibly show us, that it depends very much 
upon ourselves how they shall turn out, whether 
they shall prove blessings or curses : for it adds, 
* like as arrows in the hand of the giant, even 
so are the yoimg children.* Now a giant, by 
his strength and skill, can send his arrows 
wheresoever he pleases. He \iaa wi!^ \Ki V^Ssa 
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his aim and put forth his strength, and his 
arrow forthwith darts in the direction he would 
have it. If then, my brethren, children be * like 
arrows in the hand of a giant,' the Psalmist must 
mean that it is so arranged by God, that a parent 
should have such a mighty influence over his 
child, that where he directs it, that course the 
child is almost sure to take. Does the parent, by 
precept and example, make heaven his child's aim? 
— the child's afiFections will turn almost invariably 
towards it; or does he allow his child to make 
earthly occupations or sinful pleasures, tbe chief 
bent of his thoughts P — the child will, as he grows 
up, follow that bent. I am well aware there are 
many parents and others who would feel inclined 
to dispute this position ; but I believe for all 
that, that the more it is considered, and the more 
it is practically adopted, and the more the results 
of experience are searched, the more will its truth 
be acknowledged. Already it must be allowed 
from our text that it is true, and I need hardly 
remind you what very strong confirmation it re- 
ceives from the well-known and inspired maxim 
of the wise man, * Train up a child in the way 
he should go, and when he is old he will not depart 
from it.' 

JBut I must ask you to notice here, that 
it 18 young children to w\nc\i ^^ ^^^!Xxm&\» \& t^- 
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3rrmg, — * Like as the arrows in the hand of the 
iant, even so are the young children^ 

It is when the reasoning powers of a child 
ist begin to open, when he first begins to know 
le difference between right and wrong, when the 
arent has power to enforce his directions and 
m do so with but Kttle effort, when the child's 
odily strength and his little will are both equally 
lanageable, then, parents, mind you — then 
ou are the giants. Let a few years pass over 
leir heads — delay exercising your influence and 
Dntrol till they are better able, as you may call 
;, to distinguish between right and wrong — in- 
ulge and spoil them because it seems unkind to 
3ntradict the whims of a little child — say all sorts 
f words before them — show evil tempers — let 
dem see you careless about your prayers and your 
libles, because they are so young it is impossible 
IS you fancy) for them then to distinguish be- 
wreen a good and a bad example, and no more 
an you, in after years, insure the influence for 
ood which you ought to possess, and with which 
ur heavenly Father has endowed you as parents 
-no more, I say, can you insure this good in- 
uence, and, after having misappropriated it for 
>ur or five years, be sure of exercising it properly 
1 future, than the most skilled giant, with the 
e>Bi boTT possible, could "pomt «si «:^?«:!^'«si^^ 
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clumsy, crooked stick in the place of an arrow, 
and insure the direction that would take. 

You all know, my brethren, how impossible 
this would be in archery. 

Let me here impress upon you the necessity 
of following strictly the directions of God's word: 
it is from want of caution in this respect that its 
promises sometimes seem to fail. We do not 
begin soon enough with our children ; we under- 
rate their powers of observation when they are 
f>ery young ; we are not careful enough of our- 
selves before them. Do not you think there 
was weighty meaning in that gracious invitation 
of our blessed Saviour, — * Suffer littk children 
to come unto me, and forbid them not?' And 
has not our Church, from the earliest ages, 
embodied that meaning in the holy . rite of 
Infant Baptism? Now what could our Lord 
have meant by His conduct to little children, 
but that they were to be brought to Him in their 
very earliest days; that, as soon as ever their 
little tongues could lisp, they should be taught to 
sing, * Hosanna,* and taught to say, ' Our Father 
which art in heaven,' even before their little minds 
could enter much into the meaning ; and taught 
to go to God's house, even before they are able to 
enter with the congregation into their confessions 
for Bin and thankBgivrnga ioT 'mfeTQi\fe'& x^^\:^^? 
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And notice here that we have been talking 
sntirely of the influence of parents. Oh, it is not 
aid that teachers are giants, and young children 
rrows in their hands ; for this is not the case, 
k) mighty, so sure, so invariable an influence 
»ertains, believe me, to the parents of a child. It 
J for her, at whose breast the infant has hung ; 
i is for him, whose own the child is ; it is for thaf 
lan and that woman whom the little child has 
ever not known, upon whom it has never looked 
dth the dread, or suspicion, or distrust, with which 
very stranger must, for a time at least, be more 
r less regarded, and which, I suppose, can never 
e altogether thrown aside — those two people are 
lie giants : in their hands and in none others are 
lie yoimg children as arrows. 

There is as great a difference between the 
ifluence of a parent and a stranger, as there is 
etween a giant's strength and a babe's. 

I want at this time particularly to guard all 
arents against the idea of its being possible for 
lem to shift their responsibilities from their own * 
) others* shoulders. Schools are the greatest 
ossible blessings as channels for imparting sound 
nowledge, both religious and secular. And the 
Ircumstances of school — the companions, the 
mtrol of the master or mistress, the troubles and 
ifficulties of school routine, f oxra. a Ta^c^^X. ^^^i»ai^ 
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intermediate link in the chain of Kfe between the 
liberty of home and the 'roughs' of the wide 
and busy world. But parents must remember that 
they bring their children to school with their 
characters in a great measure already formed. 
The mighty influence, of which our text speaks, 
has already been exercised imperceptibly for good 
or for bad — has made such indelible lines upon 
the yoimg child's character as no other influence 
can efface — has opened such tastes and imparted 
such inclinations as, if they be wrong, none but 
the blessed Spirit of God Himself can alter. A 
child may be brought to school ignorant, indeed, 
of reading, writing, and arithmetic, but he cannot 
be brought there ignorant of the life and con- 
versation of his parents. I have often thought 
with deep pain, as I have seen young children (too 
young for school) engaged in their childish pur- 
suits, how much those little children, whom we 
esteem so ignorant — hoio much they know! 

I shall not have spent my breath for nought this 
day if I can rivet upon the minds of those of you, 
my brethren, who are parents, that yours is a 
giant's strength ; * as the arrows in the hand of the 
giant, even so are your little children in your 
hands.' Do you wish it were not so ? 

You cannot help yourselves. Do some of you 
know your own faWinga? T^o «»om& oiC ^^^ loathe 
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and despise yourselves P and if you ever wish or 
pray, is it the desire of your souls that your 
children may be just opposite characters to your 
own? 

This cannot he ! God has given you children ; 
He has given you such an influence over them as 
neither you nor they can shake oflf. Examine 
your own history, and see if, in most of your 
cases, you cannot trace in this way the influence 
of your parents upon your own characters. And 
if it should happen that, with some of you, you 
cannot but feel how much you have yourselves 
lost from the want of good example and good 
training in your early days, oh, will you start 
your children on their journey from earth to 
eternity labouring under like heavy disadvantages 
— more likely, through you, to lose than to win 
heaven ? If, indeed, there be any such parents 
present, I would affectionately exhort them to 
resolve, with the blessed Spirit's aid, to begin a 
new life from this day. If your own souls do 
not seem precious enough to make you give up 
sinfid habits and pleasures, will you not do it 
for your children's sake? Coidd you bear that 
they, in a world of woe, should add to your 
other torments the sting — sharper than a ser- 
pent's tooth, sharper than the tooth of the never- 
dying worm -^thsit you might Ixa-NOi Y^^x^^^d^^ 
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their going to the place of torment ; that an 
example and a reproof from you, when their hearts 
were tender, would have done it ? but they trod 
in your steps, they looked up to you, and took for 
granted that they might follow you with im- 
punity. 

And yet how many, many parents will surely 
be in this awful predicament ! But all of you, 
my brethren, may in some degree now avoid it. 

It is true you cannot recall the past, and 
already the influence for evil upon your children 
may have been only too seriously, if not fatally, 
exerted; but still I can conceive nothing more 
likely to imdo the mischief done, than that they 
should see you acknowledging your error, and 
rising from the death of sin unto the life of right- 
eousness. Your influence will in this respect, even 
now, under God's blessing, be more eflfectual than 
any other ; though, indeed, it be too true, that you 
abused the time when you were * giants,' and your 
children * arrows in your hands.' 

But here I am bound to remind you, that 
your own resolutions for newness of life are of 
themselves broken reeds indeed to lean upon. 
You must seek the strength which comes from 
above to enable you to persevere in crucifying the 
flesh with its aflfections and lusts ; you must seek 
JTjft enlightening grace to ^o^^oajl^^ ^-^of «n^ 
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ind the only remedy, ' the blood of Christ, which 
jleanseth us from all sin,' and then an object will 
)pen to you more deserving your affection even than 
rour children — Christ Jesus the Lord, who was 
mounded for your transgressions and bruised for 
rour iniquities, who loved you and gave Himself 
or you, He will show Himself to you, as He has 
lever done before; and then, instead of your 
rying to serve Him for your children's sake, and 
dth the end of setting them a good example, and 
idding yourselves of your responsibilities to them, 
he love of Christ will constrain you to long to be 
dth Him, and to make your children partakers 
f His great salvation. 

Thus, though the time past may have been 
pent as unsatisfactorily as can be, even yet, 
dessed be God! all may be well — all may 
►e happy ; even yet, God's good gift of the 
ruit of the womb may prove all the blessing 
rhich He intended it should : in this life you may 
>rove from your own experience that blessed is 
very one that feareth the Lord, and walks in His 
irays. Oh, well may it be with each one of you, 
,nd happy may est thou be ! * Thy wife shall be as 
he fruitful vine upon the walls of thine house ; 
hy children as olive-branches round about thy 
able.' And in the other world, when families 
nd individuals shall be called to appear before 
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their God, when the head of every family shall be 
specially called upon to render an account of his 
awfully solemn stewardship, with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory — joy full of gratitude to tbe 
Redeemer, full of praises for salvation, full of 
anticipations of endless years of inconceivable 
bliss — you shall answer to your call, and give in 
your account, making your humble boast, as you 
fall before the judgment- seat of Christ, — 'Here 
am I, Lord, and the children which thou hast 
given me/ 

And now, on this occasion of my making an 
appeal to you to aid in the maintenance of the 
school of this parish, I have dwelt thus largely on 
the responsibilities of parents because I know, and 
daily feel more and more, how much it depends 
upon the faithful discharge of their parts and duties 
to make this or any other school really successM. 
The end and aim of all Christian managers of 
schools is to turn out their scholars good men and 
geod women — people who are instructed both how 
to live and how to die. But this they cannot do, 
this they cannot expect to do, without the parents' 
help. 

Qt)od readers, good writers, good arithmeticians, 
good workers with the needle, they can undertake 
to make them, if they are but sent regularly ; but 
to make them good Christ iaiu, xXvow^h. infinitely 
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the most important of all, is a far harder matter. 
And if parents by example undo what their child- 
ren are taught by precept at school, what confusion 
must follow in their young minds, and how surely 
must the good seed sown be choked ! 

It now remains that I should remind those of 
you who have this world's goods, and many of 
whom are daily deriving comfort and enjoyment, 
and health and wealth from the parish, that it is 
no more than your duty to help in the good work 
for which I desire to plead. The poor must have 
a school to send their children tQ. Example alone 
is a powerful, but not a sufficient teacher. Let 
the parents* example be as good as it may, their 
children must be daily instructed in those prin- 
ciples which are able to make them wise unto 
salvation, and in the various branches of plain, 
secular learning, which shall make them useful 
members of society. These two branches of edu- 
cation it is, I need not tell you, the prayer and 
effort of the managers of this school to impart. 
Let us thank God for any measure of success 
which they may have already met with. No doubt 
their success would be far more universal if parents 
themselves would help them, by giving them less 
to undo and unteach, as the effects of bad early 
training, and would make a point of their 
children attending school with greater regularity. 
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If they allow trifling gains, and trifling pleasures, 
and trifling occupations, and trifling inclemencies 
of weather, to interfere with their children's edu- 
cation, they must, of course, expect that progress 
will be proportionately retarded : this is the only 
natural principle of sowing and reaping. 

And I know, dear brethren, you will suflferme 
at this time to remind all those of you who are 
parishioners, that it is as much for your own 
sakes as for the good of the school that your free 
and ready aid to the good work is now desired. 
Hitherto the school seems to have been supported 
by the subscriptions of comparatively a few of the 
parishioners. It has been most truly thought, and 
I believe I may say, felt and admitted generally 
by you all, that all should have the opportunity of 
discharging their responsibility to God in this 
matter. This opportimity you all now have; 
and though it be quite possible that the school 
might be kept open without such general as- 
sistance as is now sought, I am sure, it is not 
necessary for me to remind any of you, that 
you cannot shift to the shoulders of others the 
duties which God reqtiires of yourselves. To 
every inhabitant of this parish God says, — 
Do what you can to train up your youth for 
me. I am sure none of you will venture or feel 
diapoaeA to reply, — * My clergyman, or my richer 



THE INFLUENCE OF PARENTS. 153 

neighbour, shall train them up for thee :' but I am 
sure you will all do what you can ; you will all 
feel that your gold, and your silver, and your 
copper, are God's, and will thus 'make to yoxirselves 
such friends of the mammon of imrighteousness 
that, when ye fail, they may receive you into 
everlasting habitations.' And oh, dear brethren, 
what a happy time is that to look forward to, 
when the Son of God, in all His glory, shall call 
His people to Him, and shaQ bid them enter into 
their Lord's joy with those blessed words, — ' Inas- 
much as ye did it imto one of the least of these 
my little ones, ye did it unto me ! ' 



SERMON XIII. 

Heb. iii. 14. 

For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning 
of our confidence steadfast unto the end. 

From this passage we cannot help gathering a 
solemn truth, which it behoves us all very dili- 
gently to consider, and which should produce in 
all of us deep searching of heart. 

The truth which it teaches us, and to which I 
allude, is this — that it is possible to have, at some 
time or other in our lives, very serious impressions 
— that it is possible, at some time or other in our 
lives, to have examined very diligently the Articles 
of the Christian faith, and to have been con- 
strained by the bare assent which our reason yields 
to the great truths which they contain, to ac- 
knowledge ourselves believers in those truths ; and 
yet, notwithstanding all this, not to have been in 
real earnest, not to have had our hearts really 
lastingly affected and touehsd, *We are made 
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partakers of Christ/ our text tells us ; not simply 
\>y openly avowing our belief in the salvation 
which He has provided ibr sinners, not simply 
by being temporarily impressed by a solemn 
occasion, by a striking providence, by an im- 
pressive sermon, or by any other circumstance 
calculated to produce a passing effect upon our 
impulsive and sensitive nature ; but we are made 
partakers of Christ if our faith in Him be of a 
persevering character, if it lead us through all 
the changes and chances of life to be His con- 
sistent followers, if it lead us to bear crosses for 
His sake and to count it all joy if we fall into 
divers trials, if it lead us to be constantly prayer- 
ful people and take us to our Bibles continually 
for guidance and direction — if these be the effects 
of our first serious impressions, then are we, in- 
deed, made partakers of Christ; then are our 
sins forgiven us for His name's sake ; then is His 
Spirit afforded to us in all His manifold graces ; 
tl^en does God regard us as His children, and we 
may call Him Father ; then may we daily draw 
out of His fulness grace upon grace. 

Now, after having thus briefly explained our 
text, I think it may be most proper, first of all, 
to remind you how many passages of the word 
of God lead us to expect that many will be, 
from time to time, led to make an otjqxjl '^^^Ok- 
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fession of religion without being really renewed in 
the spirit of their minds ; and their convictions 
proving, sooner or later, to be of a passing nature, 
their last state is, of course, even worse than their 
first. Thus you will all remember the parable of 
the sower, which teaches us that there are many 
hearts, of difierent dispositions, upon which the 
word of God takes for a little while great effect ; 
and yet, from some cause or other, this effect is in 
after life altogether lost. ' A sower went out to 
sow his seed : and as he sowed, some fell by the 
wayside ; and it was trodden down, and the fowls 
of the air devoured it. And some fell upon a 
rock ; and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered 
away, because it lacked moisture. And some fell 
among thorns ; and the thorns sprang up with it, 
and choked it.' And the following is our Lord's 
own well-known explanation of the parable, — * The 
seed is the word of God. Those by the wayside 
are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and 
taketh the word out of their hearts, lest they 
should believe and be saved.' Here then is one 
class of persons who, though impressed, are not 
made partakers of Christ — not holding the be- 
ginning of their confidence steadfast unto the end. 
But our Lord goes on to say, — * They on the rock 
are they, which, when they hear, receive the word 
with joy ; and these liave> no root^ which for a 
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while believe, and in time of temptation fall 
away/ 

Here, likewise, is another class of persons, 
who, though impressed with the truths of His 
religion, are not made partakers of Christ — not 
holding the beginning of their confidence steadfast 
unto the end. 

But our Lord adds further, — ' That which fell 
among thorns are they, which, when they have 
heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and 
riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no 
fruit to perfection.' 

Here, then, is a third class, who, though for 
a while seriously convinced of the necessity of 
genuine religion, are, nevertheless, not made par- 
takers of Christ — not holding the beginning of 
their confidence steadfast unto the end. 

And then again, you will remember that 
solemn assurance of our blessed Lord, that in the 
last great day many will say to Him, — 'Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name, 
and in thy name have cast out devils, and in thy 
name have done many wonderful works ?' but He 
will reply to them, — * I never knew you ; depart 
from me, ye workers of iniquity ! ' Surely these, 
likewise, must belong to the persons who are not 
made partakers of Christ, in spite of their pro- 
fession. 
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And then, further, you will remember, that of 
the Church at Ephesus the Saviour complains that 
He had somewhat against her, because some of 
her members had left their first love; and once 
more, the Apostle Paul, in his First Epistle to 
Timothy, v. 12, cautions Timothy against certain 
members of the same Church of Ephosus, wlio 
had damnation because they had cast off their 
first faith. Really, dear brethren, I think we 
must all feel awed at the number of allusions 
which are thus made in the word of God to per- 
sons of this description, as if the blessed Spirit 
meant to caution every professor of the danger he 
was in, and of the necessity, if he would indeed 
have any well-grounded assurance of a blessed 
immortality, of a consistent and an abiding faith. 

And then, I must just remind you that the 
promises of the Gospel are directed exclusively 
to those who shall overcome and endure unto the 
end. 'Be thou faithful imto death, and I will 
give thee a crown of life.' ' To him that over- 
cometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna/ 
' Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the 
temple of my God.' 

I expect that these remarks have suggested 

the thought, as they well may have done — a 

thought calculated to cause many of us serious 

alarm and much misgivmg — aTxiitlaa.tYi&^how little 
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real dependence may be placed upon first im- 
pressions, and upon the profession of religion 
to whicli they lead — how likely it seems from 
the Scriptures that they should prove, in many 
instances, nothing more lasting than the morning 
cloud and the early dew, which pass§th away. 
For if this be the case with so many, why should 
we prove exceptions to the general rule? Oh, all 
ye who have made a profession of the religion of 
Christ, ask this night on your knees this question, 
^Lord, isitlP' 

But here let me say a word of comfort, and 
that is, that the Lord knoweth as well those that 
are His as those that are not His; and that it 
invariably follows, when He sees true ,abiding 
faith in any heart. He joins Himself to that heart 
—He gives spiritual strength and nourishment 
from Himself to that soul — just as a stem of a 
tree gives sap to every branch. Though, there- 
fore, what has been said may well strike terror 
into mere professors, and may well make the true 
children of God distrustful and watchful of them- 
selves, and may stir them up to diligent self- 
examination, it may not make them unhappy. 
The Lord knoweth them that are His ; He knoweth 
all things ; He knoweth that they do worship, love, 
and believe Him ; and He knoweth that they will 
serve Him truly all the days oi t\xevT ^'^^ 
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And now you will all have known why I have 
selected this subject for our consideration this 
morning, — that it was because I thought it seemed 
to contain a most seasonable word for those young 
persons of our community who have presented 
themselves lately to the Lord in the holy rite of 
Confirmation. 

I would remind them of the great possibiUty 
of their solemn vows being forgotten, of their 
convictions being drowned, of their impressions 
being effaced. I would press upon them the cer- 
tainty of this being the case if they were any of 
them not really in earnest. I would earnestly 
caution them against a first looking back to folly 
and sin, against a first return to trifling and 
worldliness. 

I would caution them all of the responsibility 
of their privileged condition. To know so much 
as they every one of them do — to have been so 
frequently and so solemnly warned, as God is our 
witness they all repeatedly have been, to be care- 
ful how they lightly took the vows of God upon 
them — to have given individually, as they all have, 
an assurance with their lips that they were in 
earnest; — oh, all these are wonderfully heavy 
responsibilities ! They are matters to be answered 
for and accounted for at the judgment-seat of 
Christ. And it were \>eittet iot e^er^ <3v\a ^^^-tkoae 
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persons not to have known the way of righteous- 
ness than, after they have known it, to turn from 
the holy commandinent delivered unto them. 

I entreat such of you to search and examine 
the nature of that faith which led you to profess 
yourselves the Lord's people. If it was worth 
anything, it will be lasting — if it was worth any- 
thing, it will show itself in your lives and conduct 
to the end of your days. 

If it was worth anything, it will lead you con- 
stantly to the throne of grace, where you will 
continually seek mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need ; if it was worth anything, it will 
lead you to your Bibles continually for light to 
guide your feet in this dark and dangerous world. 

If it was worth anything, it will surely lead 
you to a careful obedience of all the Lord's com- 
mands. 

You will strive to observe them all, not in the 
outward letter only, but in the spirit — not in 
open act alone, but in heart and in thought. 

And I think I may add, that if it was worth 
anything it will ere long lead you, one and all, 
to obedience to the last command of our dying 
Lord, and' that we shall soon see you eating 
bread and drinking wine at the Lord's table. 
I do not wish to hurry any one of you in 
this respect. I know it is possible there may be 

IS. 
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reasons which may make it really desirable that 
some of you should wait a little while : but this 
much I do impress upon you, one and all, that if 
your faith was worth anything it will not let the 
subject drop, it will not suffer you to go on long 
in habitual disobedience; but it will each time 
the opportunity offers, and you turn away, make 
you more and more uncomfortable, and unhappy, 
and restless. You will never again believe me, 
dear brethren, if your faith was worth anything, 
* get used' to turning your backs upon the Lord's 
table. 

And then, again, let me add, if the j&ith which 
led you to profess yourselves disciples of the Lord 
Jesus was worth anything, if it was something 
better than the assent of the head, if it came £rom 
some better principle than conformity to habits 
and customs, it will make you watchful, and it 
will make you working Christians. You will 
watch your thoughts, your words, your tempers, 
your acts ; you will bring them all to the law and 
to the testimony ; and the love of Christ will con- 
strain you to discover ways and opportunities of 
serving TTim. 

Dear brethren, I have given you marks by 

which to watch your faith. Pray do carefully 

watch it. And let me ask you all a question, — ^How 

Juive you lived during the tea daya since you were 
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confirmed P Have you solemnly remembered that 
you have given yourselves to the Lord ? Could / 
those who saw you take knowledge of you during 
those days that you had been with Jesus^ and 
that you felt that you were not any longer your 
own, that you were His enlisted soldiers — persons 
who had sworn of your own fi^ wiU to 'fight the 
good fight of faith?' 

If there be any of you who have been already 
frivolous, who have already denied thie Saviour 
you professed, you have need to tremble ; if ye be 
so soon turned away, if ye be so soon able to put 
the Lord Jesus out of your thoughts, what will it 
be a week — a month — or a year hence? Oh, 
my friends, while the time itself is yet too short 
for you to have got hardened against the strivings 
of the Spirit of God, I beseech you to humble your- 
selves imder the mighty hand of God ! Though, 
indeed, it may be that your hearts have as yet 
been untouched, and that as yet you have been 
trifling with your Maker ; though, indeed, it may 
be that, in spite of your profession of a pure faith, 
and in spite of your privileges and opportunities, 
you have not as yet been made 'partakers of Christ,' 
and you are as yet far from the kingdom of God, 
still you may belong to Him now ; still the Sa- 
viour knocks yet this once again at the door of your 
hearts ; still you may, if you yrill, h^iax His^ ^<^^sifc^ 
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and He will take up His abode in you : but re- 
member, another message may either not be sent 
to you, or another time your hearts may be past 
impression, and you may — oh, awftd thought! — 
have been bound up in the bundles of destruction 
and set apart for the burning ! Oh, look at the 
verse which follows our text! surely it seems 
placed in connexion with it on purpose for such 
as you, — * To-day if ye will hear His voice, 
harden not your hearts, as in the provocation/ 
Brethren, if ye will not turn your golden oppor- 
tunity into a memorable provocation of your loving 
Saviour ; * To-day if ye will hear His voice, 
harden not your hearts.' 

And to those of my young friends who really 
were in earnest, who really do hope that they are 
** partakers of Christ,' who have determined, with 
the help of God, to hold the beginning of their 
'Confidence steadfast unto the end, I would say, — 
Mind and depend upon a higher strength than 
your own ; seek fresh and fresh supplies of that 
blessed Spirit which we trust has been already, in 
some measure, afforded to you — the blessed Spirit, 
the possession of which constitutes a child of God, 
and is the sure guarantee for a life of consistent 
piety. Seek, dear friends, I say, for daily fresh 
^supplies of this Divine Spirit's influence in all His 
xoamfoid graces ; seek ioT ^\tq., ^-e* * tfie Sp«Ve^ of 
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wisdom, and understanding y and counsely to guide 
you and to make your way plain before His face 
in all the various perplexing circumstances in 
wMcIi, if God spare your lives for any length of 
time, you are certain to be placed in this house of 
your pilgrimage ; seek for Him as the Spirit of 
* mighty^ to enable you to fight manfully, to bear 
your cross and follow your Saviour, to enable 
you to withstand the sneers and scoffs of an im- 
godly world, the fiery darts of the wicked one, 
and the sinful inclinations of that body of sin 
which, on this side of the grave, we must all carry- 
about with us ; seek for fresh supplies of His in- 
fluence, as the Spirit of ' knowledge and true godli- 
ness,' to give you a relish for God's blessed word, 
and a delight in the ways of holiness. 

Oh, if you lean daily and hourly upon this 
blessed Spirit, you will, indeed, be * partakers ol 
Christ,' and will hold the beginning of your con 
fidence steadfast unto the end — unto the very end, 
even though you live to the very extreme limit of 
the days of man, even though you should be placed 
in the most difficult conceivable circumstances for 
a close walk with God. Yes, with the Holy Spirit's 
aid, your faith, your love, your charity, your pa- 
tience, your reverence for God's word, your delight 
in prayer and in holy ordinances, shall all increase, 
and your path shall be * as the shining lights which. 
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sliineth more and more unto the perfect day ;' you 
shall be like the man in the parable who built an 
house and digged deep, and laid the foundation 
on a rock ; and when the flood arose, the stream 
beat yehemently upon that house, but could not 
shake it, for it was founded upon a rock. 



SERMON XIV. 

THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST. 
John, xii. 27, 28. 

Now u my wtd trembled; and what shaU I say f Father^ 
save me from this how: hut for this cause caTne Itmto 
this hour. Father, glorify thy name. Then came there 
a voice from heaven, saying, I have both glorified it, and 
will glorify it again. 

This passage affords one of the several proofs 
with which the Gospel histories fiimish us, that 
our Divine Redeemer as a man had, at passing 
intervals, a great dread of the awful sufferings 
which awaited Him. And we must carefully re- 
collect, that as man He had all the susceptibilities 
of man. His Divine nature did not in any way 
diminish from His .human sufferings ; on the con- 
trary, it increased them : for it caused him to see 
beforehand all that would befall Him. It de- 
prived Him of that hope which we mortals find so 
sustaining in the hour of trouble — the hope that 
the worst is over. The liOti 5esQ& ^'ssRst *^^sc^ 



168 THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST. 

could have this hope, until he had emptied to the 
very utmost dregs the bitter cup which His 
heavenly Father had given Him to drink. 

And so on the occasion to which our text 
refers, the Saviour of the world knew as well that 
he was to be betrayed by His apostle, and cru- 
cified; He knew it all as well as if He were 
already hanging on the cross. And His human 
feelings led Him to shrink from it. His flesh 
suggested that He should pray: * Father, save 
me jfrom this hour V But He speedily overcame 
His misgivings ; and delight to do His heavenly 
Father's wiU— entire submission of body, soul, 
and spirit to His decrees — burning love for a pe- 
rishing world which He came to redeem, speedily 
triumphed ; and now His wish and prayer was 
not to escape personal suffering, but to bear and 
suffer all things which could be placed upon Him 
— if so be His heavenly Father might but be 
glorified thereby. * Father,' said He, * glorify 
thy name ! * 

Now, dear brethren, there is a great deal of 
practical instruction for you and me from this 
conduct of our great Example. When at any time 
we are inclined to offer up selfish prayers^ shall 
we not do well to think of our blessed Saviour in 
this portion of His history, and to imitate Him ? 

Are some of you poor and needy? and are 
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you disposed to ask God, knowing that He is able 
to relieve you, to do so speedily ? You had better 
pause and think, and instead of saying, ' Father, 
deliver me from my poverty,' say rather, ' Father, 
glorify thy name ! " 

If by poverty you can get a deeper appre- 
ciation of that love which led the Son of man to 
forsake His Father's right hand, and to be a poor 
man,* not having even where to lay His head, is 
it not worth being poor for ever ? If by poverty 
you be kept poor in spirit, whereas by larger 
means you might become exalted above measure, 
get proud, and deny your crucified Saviour, is it 
not better far to continue poor ? 

If by poverty you are led to set your affections 
upon things above, and to lay up treasure in 
heaven, whereas with wealth your affections 
might become grovelling, your tastes carnal, 
your habits selfish and self-indulgent (and how 
often has a sudden favourable turn of fortune, 
as it is called, brought about these results !) ; is 
it not better, far better, to be always poor? 

If with poverty God has put it into your heart 
to spare a mite to others poorer still than your- 
selves, for Christ's sake and the Gospel, whereas 
wealth might, as it has in so many instances, 
bring with it a contraction of the bowels of com- 
passion to the needy ; is it it not much better to 
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be content to be poor, rather than to pray to be 
ricli and to run the risk of such a catastrophe? 
And I thinky my brethren, if we pray for a selfish 
end, the request granted is so very likely, humanly 
speaking, to be turned in this way rather into 
a curse than a blessing. If God sends us unso- 
lidted that which is calculated to be a snare, He 
is almost sure, inasmuch as He never tempts 
any man, to send us at the same time largeness 
of heart, increased desire to serve Him and to 
promote His honour and glory, and an increased 
measure of His Holy Spirit ; whereas, if we ask 
for a thing calculated to be a snare, and with our 
eyes wide open to the fact that such is the case, 
it is hardly reasonable to suppose that He will 
at the same time send us special aids to deliver 
us from falling into the snare. 

To those then of you who are most per- 
plexed in this respect, I would say, — Tread 
closely in the steps of your blessed Example. If 
He, with death in its cruellest form, would not say, 

* Father, save me from this hour ; * — ^but rather, 

* Father, glorify thy name ; * surely, to avoid a 
little self-denial, and it may be hard work ; to 
avoid a few cold looks which a proud world is 
sure to cast upon the poor ; you may not pray, 
' Father, save me from this hour ! ' but rather, 

you must urge at the t^noue oi %Ta<ife ^Jc^a ^^\il\Qa 
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which your Saviour did before you, * Father, 
glorify thy name.' 

So again, if the Lord lays us low,aQd sends us 
a great deal of pain, and prevent* us fulfilling 
many of our pressing duties, and we see others suf* 
fering for want of our care and attention ; must 
we not, if we desire to be followers of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, in this as in all other points, 
be very careful how we pray for speedy recovery, 
or even for recovery at all? It seems to me that 
we are taught by our text, that while we diligently 
and thankfully use every possible means which 
our gracious and bountiful God has put within 
our way, our souls should trustingly confide in 
the Lord to make those means successful or not ; 
just as His glory will be most promoted. Suppose, 
e.g., a father or a mother with a family of young 
children is dangerously ill, it is a very easy thing 
to pray, * God, for Christ's sake, make me 
well. God, let me live a little while to take 
care of my babes, till they are better able to care 
for themselves.' But this is our way, and it may 
not be God's. He may have unfathomable plans 
to work out by the death of that father or that 
mother. He may have deep designs to accomplish 
in some or other of all of those children which 
that father or that mother's life would in some 
way or other frustrate. Surely, t\i»T!L, ^\>L^2S5i.^sss?^ 
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of US are sick — whether we are fathers or mothers, 
or brothers or sisters — whether we feel ourselves 
wanted in the world or not — whether we are 
young, or old, or middle-aged — we must try and 
leave ourselves in the hands of God. The language 
must be — ' My soul, wait thou only upon God;' 
our great anxiety must be to feel that, through 
the atonement of a precious Saviour, we can confi- 
dently say, * Whether we die, we shall die unto the 
Lord, or whether we Kve we shall live unto the 
Lord ; ' and with this firm persuasion we must try 
unhesitatingly to roll all our burdens upon the 
Lord. We must be ready to leave our children 
fatherless and motherless without a care ; and the 
one desire and prayer of our hearts must be, not 
' Father, save me from this hour ; Father, spare me 
a little longer ;' but, 'Father, glorify thy name ; 
leave me longer here, or take me now to thyself, 
just as is most agreeable to thy aU-wise arrange- 
ments — only glorify thy name.' 

And so, my brethren, with respect to any 
other tribulations whatsoever, whether in mind, 
body, or estate ; I think we must be exceedingly 
careful how we pray to be extricated from them. 
We shall find it much safer to pray for patience 
and strength, for faith to recognise a Father's 
hand under His fatherly chastisements, for resig- 
nation and submission, even unto death. I say, 
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these will be much safer subjects for prayer 
than to ask God to send us smooth, and easy, 
and comfortable circumstances. 

And now, if you come to look into the 
matter, do not you feel that you have very 
many of you been too much in the habit of 
adopting the form, ' Father, save me from this 
hour,' rather than the form, ' Father, glorify thy 
name?' If so, what does this show? It 
shows that our minds are still very unlike the 
mind of Christ ; it shows that there is much work 
still for the Holy Spirit of God to perform before 
He shall have brought into captivity every thought 
to the obedience which is in Christ. 

Oh, this thought should humble us to the 
very dust before God ; and we should from this, 
day forth set about begging in Christ's name 
that our stubborn wills may be bent, our grovel- 
ling selfishness swallowed up in the love of God. 

If we look through the whole life of our blessed 
Redeemer we shall see that the one ruling, all- 
absorbing principle of it, was the promotion 
of His heavenly Father's glory. Jffe cared for 
nothing eke. He Himself tells us it was His meat 
and drink to perform the work of Him that sent 
Him. And I believe one great reason why we ar^ 
so unlike Him is, that we do not watch our 
prayers enough. We tliiiik ^Ive;^ xr^ ^\«?^ ^as^ 
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much of our own carnal wishes, and so little of the 
glory of God, that we too often rise from our knees 
with the sinful inclinations of our wicked hearts 
rather strengthened, confirmed, and indulged, than 
mortified, subdued, and crucified. Brethren, our 
earnest desire must be to be able to exclaim eacli 
of us in our closets before God, that we die daily. 
Depend upon it, we cannot have a more true test 
of this than our prayers having in them this tone,- 
* Father y glorify thy name.* 

And I do not like to lose this opportunity of 
asking you to be careful well to scrutinize any 
books of family or private devotion which you 
may use; bring each and every one of them to 
this test, — Do they savour of the cry, ' Father, save 
me from this hour P ' or do they echo the blessed 
Saviour's petition, 'Father, glorify thy name?' 
I think all heads of a family need to be very 
careful how they simply read any petitions which 
they may happen to find in books. I do think 
every prayer ought to be thoroughly well weighed 
before it is presented at the family altar. And I do 
not hesitate to express my fear, that the generality 
of books of devotion are lamentably deficient; 
they are either too grovelling, or else they are too 
high-flown; they do not lead us sufficiently to 
that most blessed of all states, an individual 
yearning that God may in all things be glorified 



THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST 175 

in US, in all that belongs to us, in our bodies and 
in our spirits, which are His. 

But this leads us to another consideration, 
and that is, that when our blessed Saviour's 
human feelings would have led Him to pray, 

* Father, save me from this hour,* He checked 
Himself by the thought, *For this cause came 
I imto this hour.' The same thought may 
well restrain you and me likewise from selfish 
prayers and desires. We have no business to 
ask for pleasure, ' for carnal gratification, for 
earthly honours. If we have any of these 
things, we must leave God to give them to us 
altogether unasked; and the principle of our 
lives must be, that we are sent into this world 
to prepare for another ; that, as a rule, suffering 
proves to creatures constituted as we are a far 
more efficacious training than esjoyment; and 
that, therefore, our heavenly Father, in His love 
and wisdom, has prepared suffering for us. 

* Man is bom to trouble as the sparks fly up- 
ward;' and 'whom the Lord loveth He chast- 
eneth, and scourgeth every son whom He re- 
ceiveth.' * It is,' saith St. Paul, * a faithful saying. 
If we suffer, we shall reign with Him.' AU Christ- 
ians, then, must expect to suffer ; some in one way 
and some in another; some inbody,some in mind; 
some in their families, some in their substance : 
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but all must suffer, and * Ifo cross, no crown.' Oh, 
brethren, when the cross comes, we must bend to 
receive it^ rather than pray to be delivered from 
it ; and though our sufferings, unlike those of the 
blessed Jesus, can atone for no sin, yet, looking 
upon ourselves as disciples of a suffering Saviour, 
we must welcome the pain, and say when we pray, 
noty * Father, save me from this hour,' hut^ 
* Father, glorify thy name : for this cause came 
I imto this hour.' 

There is one thing I would in conclusion 
ask you to notice ; that is, how immediately the 
Divine Saviour got an answer to His prayer, 
when the sheer desire for the glory of God 
was the unmixed substance of it. ^Father,' 
said He, ' glorify thy name.' Then came there 
a voice, saying, *I have both glorified it, and 
will glorify it again.' Surely, if our prayers 
were as pure, as free from selfishness as His, we 
too should obtain similar speedy and clear an- 
swers to them. The heavens might not, indeed, 
be opened to us ; the heavenly voice which ad- 
dressed the Saviour might not, indeed, be vouch- 
safed to us; but we should have no less clear 
proofs that our prayers had reached the Divine 
ear. We should feel it in the supernatural 
strength afforded to us to carry on manfully the 
good £ght of faith., ^e daiovjii fe^l it in the 
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more than natural wisdom, and patience, and 
cheerfulness, and resignation afforded to us. And 
we should feel, that our prayers had indeed 
been answered by a fulfilment of that blessed 
promise of the Saviour's to the very utmost 
extent that we could bear, — 'Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all 
other things shall be added unto you.* 



N 



SERMON XV. 

A REVIEW OF THE TEAR. PREACHED ON THE LAST 

BUND AT OF 1866. 

FsALMxxziz.5. 

Beheld^ thou hast made my days cts an handbreadth; and 
my age is as nothing before thee : verily every man at 
his best state is altogether vanity. 

Once again, dear brethren, are we assembled in 
God*s house on the last Sunday morning of an 
old year, and once again I am permitted, with 
God's help, to improve the occasion to the profit 
of our souls. 

Who can reflect on the circumstances of a 
whole year without having his mind seriously 
impressed with the succession of thoughts which 
such reflection will give rise to? It is not for 
me to attempt to bring under review the pecidiar 
circumstances by which, you, cua individuals, have 
found yourself surroumied dxiimg ^^ ^ovss^fc ^ 
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the year now so nearly over. But suffer me 
to remind you, that at this solemn season we 
should each of us humble ourselves imder the 
mighty hand of God, on account of those num- 
berless things which memory and conscience 
will suggest to us, — * That we have done which 
we should have left imdone, and left imdone 
which we should have done ;' and, methinks, 
such confession could scarcely be followed by a 
more fitting prayer with which to face the 
future (all to us imknown) than that of the 
Psalmist, — 'Enter not into judgment with thy 
servant, Lord ; for in thy sight shall no man 
living be justified/ Neither am I able to enter 
upon the special private mercies of which every 
one of us has been a partaker during the 
past year. Surely, if it were not that God is 
imspeakably good, none of us could have wor- 
shipped Him this morning in the composed and 
happy frame of mind which we have been able 
to do. It is doubtless true, that every one 
of us will close the old year and enter on the 
new one with some cares, some trials, some p®'^' 
plexities, to harass and disturb us ; but do we riot 
well to think of our coimteracting mercies, and of 
the aggravations which every care, and trial, and 
perplexity, were capable, if God had not A^ee^-t 
lovingly with us ? so that, surely, one of the eongs 
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in the house of our pilgrimage should be this, — 
that the Lord has always been good to us, and 
that His meroy endureth for ever. 

If either am I able to remind you of the in- 
dividual responsibilities which you have been 
called upon to sustain during the year now past. 
Yet surely this, too, is a theme upon which each 
of our souls should be engaged, ere the last sun 
of this old year has for ever set. How have we 
got through our duties? what ground have we 
to hope that, for our Saviour's sake, we shall 
hear from the lips of the Judge, with reference to 
the way in which we have passed the year, — 
* Well done, good and faithful servants ! you have 
been faithful over a few things, I will make you 
rulers over many things P ' Do some of you in- 
wardly feel conscience-stricken at the remembrance 
of wasted time, abused talents, and neglected 
duties P Are you afraid of the contents of the 
book of God's remembrance, as recorded with 
reference to you during the past year P To such 
of you let me say faithfully, — Wasted time, abused 
talents, and neglected duties, are, indeed, distress- 
ing records in the book of God's remembrance ; 
but if much time has been lost, that is the reason 
why we should be more careful of that which yet 
remains. Oh, that it might be the wish, and 
prayer, and endeavour, oi e^erj otl^ <^^ -^qm^ as 



A RETROSPECT. 181 

you enter upon the year so soon to begin, that 
you will be no more ' slothful in business/ what- 
ever your occupation may be — but 'fervent in 
spirit, serving the Lord!' What saith our 
Christian poet, called to his rest within the past 
year? — 

* By every gush of pure desire, 
And high-breathed hope of joys divine. 
By every secret sigh we heave, 
Whole years of folly we outlive, 

In His unerring sight, 

Who measures life by love*' 

Having said thus much with reference to in- 
dividual sins, and individual mercies, and indi- 
vidual duties and responsibilities, I must go on to 
notice those principal events which have happened 
to us, as a parish and as a community, during the 
past twelve months. 

And I will begin, as is most natural, with the 
Baptisms. And I am thankful to say that in this 
parish the baptisms very faithfully represent the 
births ; for I think there are scarcely any parents, 
if any, who, being members of our own Church, 
now even delay to bring their children to be par- 
takers of the Christian covenant. I was talking 
to an intimate friend of mine the other day on our 
respective parish matters, and. k^^ "UA^l \sssk NJcai^ "^ 
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few days ago, he had a special service, when he 
baptized at one time no less than one hundred 
children, whose baptism had been neglected. I 
could not help feeling grateful to God at the 
thought that such a service as that in our parish 
would be a simple impossibility; and I cannot 
help expressing the satisfaction with which your 
ministers witness the readiness and promptness 
with which all classes of parishioners now bring 
their children to be baptized in the face of the 
congregation. I believe, dear brethren, and re- 
joice in the belief, that it is a sign of an increased 
desire to obey the Divine commands, and of an 
increased wish on the part of parents to bring 
their children within the bond of that blessed 
covenant proclaimed by the sacred lips of our 
risen and ascending Lord, — *He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved.' There have been 
during the past year thirty baptisms, one of which 
was an adult. This is now about our usual 
average ; and I do not think I can better dismiss 
this part of our subject than by asking you to 
follow up these infants by your prayers that they 
may have power and strength to have victory, 
and to triumph against the world, the flesh, and 
the devil ; and that God, who graciously began a 
good work in them, may carry it on, and perform 
it until the day of Jesus C\iT\sV,. 
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With reference to the marriages, I am truly 
rejoiced to be able to continue the improved 
accounts of the last two or three years. Ten 
marriages have been celebrated during the past 
year; and I thank God that we may look upon it 
as an evil practice now altogether abandoned, 
that of leaving home to be married. I believe 
our yoimg people now feel the respectability and 
comfort of being married by one of their own 
pastors in their own parish church. It is to me a 
source of great comfort that the young people of 
this parish have listened so effectually to my 
counsel on this point, and I have every hope that 
those who shall hereafter enter upon the holy 
estate of matrimony will follow the good example 
which has been set them. I do not like to dis- 
miss this subject without one word of affectionate 
counsel to all married persons, and especially to 
newly-married persons. I would say, — Remember, 
that in order to have the peace of God keeping 
our hearts and minds, there must be peace in the 
home ; ' for where envying and strife is, there is 
confusion and every^ evil work.' I would say, — 
Beware of the beginning of strife, which is as 
when one letteth out water : there is no telling 
when it will stop. And then, think how great a 
matter sometimes a little fire kindleth ! But, above 
all, bear in mind that the marriage union is in- 
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tended to be a living picture of the love whicil: 
subsists between Christ and His Church. That 
picture can never be marred with impunity. 

* Bear ye then one another's burdens, and so 
fulfil the law of Christ.' ' Bv this/ said He, 
' shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if 
ye have love one to another.' 

And now we have to speak about the deaths ; 
and with gratitude we have to record that the 
year's tale presents a cause for deepest thank- 
fulness. 

I believe, when we analyse our list oi fourteen 
burials, in itself a very small number for a popu- 
lation of our size, we shall find that we, as a 
parish, have been signally preserved from death. 
Of these fourteen burials one was a yoimg 
man belonging to Clifton, who was wrecked and 
washed ashore, and died shortly afterwards from 
the effects of exposure ; two were young children, 
one of whom, belonging to another parish, died 
from the effects of an accident. Three out of the 
remaining twelve reached the age of man, three- 
score years and ten ; two of ttem far exceeding it, 
and attaining, so to speak, to almost patriarchal 
ages — one a good old man, who died full of faith, 
was carried to his grave at the age of ninety-two, 
like a shock of com taken in in its season. The 
other was of the great age oi eighi^-tliTee. Of the 
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HKtnaining eight, two died in the prime of early life 
—the one a young wife and mother, the other a 
young husband, and both of these were victims to 
that hitherto incurable disease, consumption. All 
the other six died after illnesses of a more or less 
protracted nature. 

Hence we see that our record of burials this 
year is remarkable in this .respect; that they 
are not only very few in number, but that 
the causes have been such as must needs, in the 
most ordinary course of things, be the means of 
removing certain members of every community 
of our size. We have been utterly free from all 
infectious diseases; and while our county and 
neighbourhood have been visited with that awful 
plague, the Asiatic cholera, we have not had a 
single case. Surely, then, the language of praise 
becomes us as a parish ! * What shall we render 
unto thee, thou Preserver of men ? * 'I beseech 
you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that ye present your bodies a Kving sa^^rifice, 
holy, acceptable imto God, which is your reason- 
able service.' 

I have now to call your attention to one or 
other two other events of considerable importance 
which have happened in our parish during the 
present year. First, I may mention the con- 
firmation of upwards of fifty yoimg peoi^le be- 
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longing to our own parish ; all of whom appeared 
impressed with the solemnity of the occasion, and 
seemed aware of the responsibility of dedicating 
themselves to God in that holy rite. I would 
remind all who have been confirmed that that 
event in their lives must surely be specially noted 
in God's book ; and that having given themselves, 
their souls and bodies, to Him, deliberately, for 
ever, they are not their own, but that they are 
bound, by everything which is sacred and solemn, 
to continue Christ's faithful soldiers and servants 
unto their lives' end. I would remind them that 
desertion from the ranks of the Captain of our 
salvation is by far the worst sort of desertion ; 
and I would say to them, not in the least sus- 
piciously — not in the least from any special fear 
of danger in any particular case — ^but by way of 
caution for safety's sake, — I would say to them. 
Beware of backsliding; beware of losing the glow 
of first love ; beware of being ashamed of Jesus ; 
beware of trying to serve God and mammon, 
which is impossible ; and be assured of this, that 
in the days in which we live the whole armx>ur 
of God is needfiil to enable a Christian to fight his 
heavenly Master's battles without mortal injury. 
Therefore take unto you, my dear young friends, 
'the whole armour of God ; above all, the shield of 
faith, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
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word of God/ I am thankful to be able to add 
that, in consequence of this confirmation, the 
number of our communicants has decidedly in- 
creased within the present year ; and it was most 
gratifying to see a large proportion of the young 
people • confirmed, seizing the first opportunity of 
obeying their Lord's dying command, to take 
bread and drink wine in remembrance of Him. 

We have reason, indeed, as a parish, to be 
thankful that, as compared with other parishes of 
our size, we have a goodly band of communicants. 
I must, however, add, that there are still a few 
regular and devout worshippers who cause their 
ministers some perplexity by their non-perform- 
ance of this duty. I will not stay now to answer 
the excuses of such, because I know and feel that 
it is not needful. I know they can answer them 
themselves, and I know further that they are not 
comfortable in their own souls while living in the 
neglect of this reasonable service. Let me, there- 
fore, suggest, that the new year would be a most 
fitting season to engage in this (to them) new 
duty. 

Oh, the time is indeed short ! "We know 
not what a day, much less what a year, may 
bring forth. Do not delay — a more convenient 
season never can present itself than now. * Now 
is the accepted time, now is the day of salvation.' 
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The next important event to whicli I must 
call your attention is the opening of our new 
church,* which has taken place during the past 
year. 

It was, as you all know, one of the great 
desires of my heart to see the parish, before 
my ministry among you should be over, better 
provided with church accommodation. This 
desire has now, thank God, been satisfactorily 
accomplished ; and that part of the parish which 
stood most in need, has now a comely little temple 
in the midst of it. We were a little perplexed by 
the unaccountable refusaLof the large landowners 
of the parish to grant a site for this godly pur- 
pose ; but it has surely turned out that God was 
overruling this for good ; and I believe it is the 
almost imiversal conviction of the parish, that the 
little church stands in the most suitable place. 

It is very gratifying to see not a few of those 
who, from their distance from the parish church, 
had been living in the neglect of Divine worship, 
now regularly presenting themselves, at least once 
in the day, to worship and fall down before the 
Lord their Maker. Let us hope that God will be 
pleased to prosper this our handy-work, by pour- 

* The Iron Church of St. Barnabas was opened for 
Divine Service July 13th, 1866. 
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ing down showers of blessing upon all those who 
shall worship therein. Let us hope that it may 
be recorded of many souls, that they were bom 
there; and let us pray that they may be few, 
indeed, concerning whom it shall have to be 
recorded, * the word preached did not profit 
them, not being mixed with faith in them that 
heard it/ 

Our local charities continue to be supported 
much as usual, and I gladly take the present 
opportunity of thanking those of you who are so 
good as to subscribe to them, for your kind and 
welcome assistance. I have special pleasure in 
alluding to the highly satisfactory state of our 
National School, through the energy of our ex- 
cellent master and mistress. It is pleasing, too, 
to add, that the parents have shown their appreci- 
ation of it by a considerable increase in the num- 
bers of children who attend, and also by a great 
improvement in regularity of attendance. Our 
Missionary Association is too, I am happy to say, 
in a progressive state. We have sent this year 
to the Church Missionary Society nearly 52/., and 
about 16/. to the Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel. 

And now, in bringing this review of the year 
to a close, I am sure we have reason as a parish, 
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to feel that it is a comfortable retrospect. And 
I trust it is not too much to hope that we have 
many signs that, through the ordinances of God's 
house, and the various efforts made for His glory, 
a real work of grace is going on in the midst 
of us. 

Let this and every closing year remind us 
that this world is not our rest, that there is a 
great future before every one of us, and that every 
thought, and word, and act, has its effect in im- 
proving our future, or the contrary. 

Oh, brethren, let us one and all resolve, with 
God's help, to pass through life with a deter- 
mination to make such friends of our callings, our 
talents, our trials, and our pleasures, that when 
we fail, when the earthly house of this tabernacle 
is dissolved, we may, for our Redeemer's sake, 
be found meet for the inheritance of the saints in 
light ; and with all the spirits of just men made 
perfect await, in joyful hope, the morning of the 
resurrection, to wake up in God's likeness, and to 
have all the cravings of our immortal souls 
abundantly satisfied. 



J. 
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